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READER. 
Reader, 
T HE perſon whoſe - Death .did occaſion this 


Diſcourſe , was -one that about five Jears ago 
removed from ker antient Eabitation (at Ap- 

pley. i Shrop{hire) .to Kederminſter, where ſhe liz; 
ed under my Paſtoral . care till +I was - come np: to 
London : and before ſhe had lived there a twelee- 
month ( for thither ſhe removed ) ſhe died of the 
Ferer, then very common in the City. She lived a- 
mong us an example of Prudence, Grerivg Sobriety, 
Righteouſneſs, Piety, Charity and Self-denyal : and 
was truly what I hare deſcribed her tobe, and. nnch 
more : For I uſe net to flatter the [iving, much leſs, 
the dead, 4nd though I had perſonal acquaintance 
with her for no longer alime than I have mentioned, 
et T think it worthy the mentioning, which I under- 
ſtand by comparing ker laſt- years with what is ſaid of 
ber former time, by thoſe that were then neareſt to her, 
and ſo were at ker. Death, that whereas (. as Þ have 
ſaid ) ſudden Paſſron.was the fin that ſhe was wont 
much to complain of, ſhe had not contented ker ſelf with 
meer complainings, but ſo effeually reſiſted then, and 
apphed Gods remedies or, the healing of her nature, 
2 that 


To the Reader. 


that the ſucceſs was very much obſerced by thoſe about 
her, and the change and cure ſo great herein, as was 
a comfort ts her neaxeſt Relations, that had the benefit 
of her conv'rſe : Which I mention as a thing that ſhews 
us, h. That even the Infirmities- that ere founder in 
naiure and temperature of body, are curable ſo far as 
they fall under the dowunion of a. ſandified will. 2. 
That even in age , when ſuch Paſſzons uſually get 
ground , and infirmities of mind increaſs with 
infirmities of body , yet Grace can effeQually do 
its work. 3. That to attend God in bis Means , 
for. the ſubdning of any corruption, is not in vain. 4. 
That as God. hath promiſed growth of Grace, and 
flanriſhing in old. age, ſo in his way we may expett the 
fulfilling of his promiſe. 5. That as Grace increaſeth, 
infirmities and corruptions of the Soul will vaniſh. 
This makes me call to mind that ſhe was once jo 
much taken. with a Sermon which Tpreached, at the Fu- 
at%o6 _— of a holy aged woman * 
- Wt and ſo ſenſibly oft recited the 
» Geo rai, Tec 4 Ho erp eg 
had long walked with God, 777g ber , ( 2 Cor. 4. 16, 
and jeaged Bam be L nz 17. For- which cauſe 
IE =P ine of holineſs ,, WE faint not 3 but tho 
blameleſaeſs, contemprofthe- Our outward man periſh, 
world, conſtancy, patience, yet the inward man is re- 


humility, an4{whi. hmakes it . \ 
. ftrange) a great and conſtant renzwed day by day, c.) 


defire to die, though the was that I ane perſwaded both 
till-complaining of. doubt- the: Text it felf,, and the 
gs. and, weakneſs of. aſſure ,..,,2ple opened ( and well 
Sd $5.0! known ) to ber did her 

| mach good, 


Her 
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Her work is done : Her enemies are conquered ; 
( except the remaining fruits of Death upon 
a corrupting Body , mhich the Reſurre@jon 
muſt conquer). Her danger , and temptations , 
and troubles, and fears, are at an end : 
She ſhall no more be diſcomfited with evil tidings ; 
20r 10 more partake with a militant Church in the ſor- 
rows of her diſeaſes or diſtreſſes : We are left within 
the reach of Satans aſſ.mlts and malice and of the rage 
and violence which pride, - and fatlion, and Cainiſh 
envy, and enmity to ſerious holineſF, do ordinarily 
raife againſt Chriſis followers in the world : We are 
kefi among the lying tongues of flanderons malicious 
men; aud dwell in a Wilderneſs among Scorpions ; 
where the Sons of Belial,, ihe Nabal, are ſuchthat 
a man cannot ſpeak tothem. 1 Sam: 25. 17. The 
beſt of them 1s asa briar 3 the mo{t upright fharp- 
er than a thorn hedge : Mic. 7. 4. ( But the Sons 
of Belal ſhall be alt of them as thorns thraſt away, 
becauſe they cannot be taken with hands, but the 
man that ſhall touch them muſt -be fenced with 
Iron, and the ſtaff of a ſpear, and they hall be 
utterly burnt with fire 1a the place, 2 Sam. 23. 
6, 7.) We are left among orr” weak , diſtempered, 
ſinful, affiided, lamerting friends the ſtght of whoſe 
calamities, and participation of iheir ſufferings, m1k- 
eth us feel the ſtroaks that fall upon ſo gre:t a number, 
that we are never like to be free from pain. But ſhe 
is entred into the Land of Peace, where Pride and 
Faction are ſhut out 5 where Serpentine enmity , ma- 
lice and fury never come : where thereis no Cain to 
envy and defiroy us ; no Sodomites torage againſt - 

_ 


__ 


To. the Reader. 
and in their blindneſs to aſſault our docrs : No.A- 
hitophels to plot our ruin © No Judas to betray.#s : 
No falſe-witneſſes to accuſe us ; No Tertu)lus tepairt 
ws out as peftilent fellows and movers of ſeditian 
amerg the people: No Rehum, . $timſhai , vr their 
ſeciety , to perſwade the Rulers that the ſervants of 
the God of heaven are kurtful unto Kings, and a- 
gainſt their intereſt and honour , ( Ezra 4. 9, 12, 
13, 4, 22. and 5. It. ): Norabble to cry away 
with them, it is not fit that they ſhould live : No 
Demas that will forſake us for the love of preſent 
things : No ſuch contentions cenſorions friends as Jobs 
to affliit us, by adding to onr affliflion: No curſed 
Cham to diſhongur parents : No ambitious rebellious 
Abſolom to proleſt ws, or to lament : No ſinful, ſcanda« 
lows, or impatient friends to be cur grief: And which 
# mere than all, no earthly, ſinful inclinations in 
onr ſelves; no paſſions cr infirmities ;, no languiſhings 
of ſoul, no deadneſs , dulneſs, hard heartedneſs, or 
we akneſſes of grace, n0 backwaraneſs to God, or eſtran- 
gedneſs from him, ner fears or dcubtings of his love, 
 20r frowns of kis diſpleaſure : None of theſe do enter 
into that ſerene and boly region, nor ever interrupt the 
joy of Saints, | 

The great work is yet upon our hands, to fight out 
the good fight, to finiſh our courſe, to run with pati« 
ence the remainder of the race that is before us : And 
as we muſt look to Ll the Author and Finiſher of 
our faith, as our great exemplar, ſo muſt we look, to 
his Stints and Martyrs as our encouragingexamples un- 
der him. Put the caſe you were now dying, ( and O 
how near is it, and hop ſure ! ) What would you need 


moſt 


To the Reader. 


moſt if the day were come 2 That is it that you need 
moſt now : Look afier it ſpeedily while you have time | 
Look after it ſeriouſly, if. you have the hearts of men, 
and fin have not turned you into Ideots or blocks. What 
4 diſgrace is it to mankind, to hear men commonly at 
death cry out, O for alittle more time, and () for the 
opportunities of grace again ! and O how ſhall I enter 
uponeternity thus unprepared ! As if they had never 
heard or known that they muſt die till now | Had you 
not a lifes time to put theſe queſtions ? and ſhould you not 
long ago have got them ſatisfattorily reſolved > And Joſt 
ly doth God give over ſome to that greater ſhame of hu- 
mane nature , 4s not tobe called to their wits even by 
the approach of death it ſelf, but as they contemned e- 
werlaſting Lifein their health, Ged juſtly leaveth them 
to be ſo ſottiſh, as to venture preſumptuonſiy with unre- 
rewed ſouls upon death, and the conceit that they are of 
the right Church, or-party, or opinion; or that the Prie 
hath abſolved them , doth paſs with them for the neceſ- 
fary preparation 5 and well were it for them , if theſe 
would paſs them currantly into heaven : But O what 
heart can now conceive, how terrible it is, ſor a new de- 
parted ſoul to find it ſelf remedileſly diſappointed, and 
to be ſhut up in flames and dejpcration, before they 
wonld believe that they were in danger of it £ 
Reader, 1 beſeechthee, as ever thou believeſt that theu 

muſt ſhortly die, retire from the crowd and noiſe of 
worldly vanity and vexation : O bethink thee how little 
a while thow muſt be kere, and have uſe for honour, 
end favour, and wealth ; and what it is for a ſoul to 
paſs mto heaven or bell,. and to dwell among Angels 
or Devils for ever And how men ſhould live, and 


4 watch 
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'watch, ani pray, that are near to fach a change as this. 
Should 1.care what men call me ( by tongue or pen )? 
Should 1 care whether T Lice at liberty or in priſon , 
when Tam ready. to die, ard bave matters of infinite 
moment before me, to take me up? Honour or difhs- 
nonr, liberty or priſon, are werds of no found or fteni- 

cation ſcarce to be heard or taken notice of ,, to cne 
ws that are juſt paſſing to God and.to everlaſting life ! 
Tte Lord have mercy wpon the diſtraGed world | 
how ſtrangely deth the Devil befool them in the day- 
light, and- make them needleſly trouble themſelves a- 
bout many things, when one thing is needful and 
Heaven 3s talk'd of ( and that but heartleſly and ſeldom) 
while fleſbly proviſson only is the prize, the pleaſure, the 
buſineſs of their lrves ! Some are diverted from their ſeri- 
ous preparation for death, bythe Leaſily azocations of 
luſt and gewdineſs, and meats, and drinks, and 
childiſh ſports : and ſome by the buſineſſes of ambition 
and covetouſneſs , contriving how to feather their neſts, 
and exerciſe their Wills over others in the world | and 
 fome that will ſeem to be doing the work, are diverted 
& dangerouſly as others , by contending about forma- 
lities and Ceremonies, and defiroying Charity and Peace, 
reuding the Church, antl ſtrengthening fa&ions , aud 

carrying on ntereſts hypocratically under the name 

 Religiow, till the Zeal that Saint James deſcribeth , 

( Jam. 3. 13, 14, &c. ) having confurred all that 
was like to the Zeal of Love and Holineſs i thews- 
ſelres, proceed to conſume the Servants and intereſt of 

Chriſt about them, and to bite and devonre, till theiv 
Lord come and find them m a day that they locked os 

for him, ſunt ig their fellow-ſervants, and —_ 

| an 
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and drinking with the drunken, and cut then afin- 
der, and appoint them their portion with the hypo- 
crites , where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Matth. 24. 49, 50, 51. 


O fludy , and preach, and hear, and pray, and 
live, and uſe your brethren that differ ſrom yon in 
ſome opinions, as you would do if you were going to 
receive your doom, and as will then be moſt acceptable 
to yaur Lord | The guilt of ſenſuality," worldlreſs, am- 
bition , of uncharitableneſs,, crnelty and" injuſtice , of 
loſing time , and betraying your fouls by negligence, 
or perfidionſneſs and wilful ſin, will lie heauyer upon 
a departing Soul, thew now in the drunkenneſs f ls 
Perity you car think : Chriſt will never receive ſach Souls 
72 their extrentity , nteſs upon repemtance by faith in 
his blood , they are waſhed from this polintion. It 
is unſpeakably ter1 ible to die, without a confidence that 
Chrift will receive us 5 And little knows the gyaceleſs 
world what ſincerity and ſimplicity in holineſs is ne- 
ceſſary to the foundneſs of ach a confidence. 


Let thoſe that know not that they mnſt die, or 
know of no life kereafier, hold ontheir chaſe of a fea- 
ther, till they find whas they loſt their troes, and 
Seals, and labour for : But if thou be a Chriſtian, re- 
mentber whatis thy work! "Thou wilt 1ot need the fa- 
vour of wan, mor worldly wealth to prevail with Chrift 
to Receive thy ſpirit : Of hears thy Laſt Work, be-' 
fore thou art put upon the doing of it. The world of 
ſpivits\to whichi'we are paſſive, doh better _—_ 

thi 
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1k is world of fleſbly darkened ſinners,” the great dif- 
ference \ between the Death. of a Heavenly Behever , 
and of an earthly ſenſualiſt. Believe it, it 3s a thin 
poljible to get that apprehen(ion, of the Love of Chriſt, 
that confidence of his Receiving ws, and ſuch famli- 
ar pleaſant thoughts of our entertainment by him, as | 
ſhall much overcome the fears of Death, and make 
it a welcome day to ws when we ſhall be admitted in- 
to the Celeſtial ſociety. And the difference between 
one mans Death and anothers,dependeth on the difference 
between Heart and Heart, Life and Life, Prepara- 
tion and Unpreparedneſs. 


If you ack me, How may ſo happy a Preparation be 
made? I have told you in this following Diſcourſe , | 
and more fully elſe where formerly, T ſhall add now -. 
theſe few DireTions following. 


1. Follow the flattering world no further : 
Come «ff from all expedation of felicity below : En- 
joy nothing under the Sun 5 but only uſe it in 
order to your enjoyment of the real ſure delight - 

* Take heed of being too much pleaſed i» the crea- 
ture. Have you houſes, and lands, and s, and 
honours, and friends that are very pleaſing to yum? o |, 
Take heed ; for that is the killing ſnare | Shut 
your eyes , , and wink them all into \nothing ; and 
caſt by your contrivances , and cares , and fears , 
and remember you have another work td do. | 


| | iy 5 
2. Live in Communion with a fuſfering wy + 


To the : Reader. 


ſtudy' well the'wl ole life and nature of his juff&ring#; 
and the reaſon of them, and think how deſirable 
it 3s to be conformed to him : Thus look to Jeſis, 
that for the joy that was ſet before him , deſpiſed 
the ſhame , and endured the Croſs, and the ron- 
trad1Gion of ſinners againſt himſelf. Dwell upon 
this example that the image of a kumbled fuffer- 
ing Chriſt being deeply imprinted on thy mind, 
may draw thy heart into a juſter reliſh of a morti- 
fied ſtate : Sure he is no good Chriſtian that thinks 
it not better to live as Chriſt did ( in holy poverty 
and ſufferings in the world) then as Croeſus or Cxfar, 
or any ſuch worldling and ſelf-pleaſure lived. Die daily, 
by following Jeſus with your Croſs, and when you 
have a while ſuffered with him, h- wil/ make 
you perfect, and receive your ſpirits, and you 
ſhall reign with him + It wonderfully prepareth for 
* comfortable Death , to live in the fellowſhip of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt : He is moſt likely to die 
quietly , patiently and joyfully , that can firſt be poor, 
be neg eted, be ſcorned , be wronged , be ſlandered, 
be impriſoned , quietly, patiently and joyfully. If 
you were but at Hieruſalem , you would with ſome 
love and pleaſure go up Mount Olivet, and think , 
I went this very way ] Tou would 
to fee the place where he was born , the 

way which he went when he carryed his Croſs , 
the holy grave where he was buried, ( where there 
is a Temple which Pilgrims ule to viſit , from 
whence they uſe to bring the mark as 4 pledfing 
badge of honour.) But how much more of Chriſt 
a 3 is 
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is therein our ſuffering for his Cauſe and Truth ? 
and in following him in a mortified ſelf-denzing life , 
then in following him in the path that he hath trod- 
den upon earth £ His enemies ſaw his Croſs , his 
Grave , his Mother , his perſon : This did not heal 
their ſinful Seuls and make them happy. Fut the 
Croſs that Fe calleth us to bear, is, a hife' of lutte- 
ing for Righteouſneſs ſake , 7» which ke command- 
eth us to rejoyce ard be excecding glad , be- 
cauſe our Reward is great in Hcaven, though 
all manner of eyil be ſpoken of us talſly by xrer: 
on earth, Mat. 5. 11, 12. This 3s called a be- 
ing pertakers of Chriſts ſufferings , i» which we 
are commarded to rejoyce 3 that when this glory 
ball be revealed, we may be glad with ex- 
ceeding joy, 1 Pet. 4. 13. A:d4 as the 
ſufferings of Chriſt abound towards us, fowill 
our Conſolation abound by Chriſt; 1 Cer, 
I. 5. Till we come up to a life of willing mor- 
tiication, ad pleaſed contented ſuffering with 
Chriſt, we are iu the lower form of his Skool, 
and as Children, ſhall tremble at that which ſbculd 
not cauſe our terrour , and through miſapprekenſcns of 
the caſe of a departing ſoul, ſhall be afraid of that which 
ſhould be our JOY. I am not (uch. an enemy to the 
eſteers of relicks, hut - if one could ſhew me the wery 
ſtocks: that Paul ard ' Silas ſate iz when they fumg 
Plalms in their 1priſenment, As 16. I could be 
contented to be pitt ( for the like cauſe ) irlo the ſame 
ſtocks , with a ſpecial williagneſs and pleaſure : How 
amnch more ſhould we be willing ts be conformed 
ro 


To the Reader. 


to our ſulfering Lord, i 4 Spirit and life of true 
mortification ? 

3- Hold Communion allo with his ſuffering Mem- 
bers : D-fere not to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs, 
2or to be planted among them that flouriſh for a time, 
that they may be deſtroyed for ever, Pſal. 92. 6, 
7. I had rather have Bradtord's heart and faggot, 
than Bonners Biſhoprick. It was holy Stephen, 
and not thoſe that ſtoned him,that ſawHeaven opened, 
«14 the Son of Man fitting at the right hand ofGed, 
Ads 7.56. and that could joyfully ſay, Lord Jeſus Re- 
ceive my Spirit. He liveth not by Faith (thoveh he 
may be a hanger on that keepeth up ſome profeſſion for fear 
of being dammed ) who chooſeth not rather to ſuffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin fora ſeaſon, and eſteemethnot 
the very reproach of Chriſt greater riches than 
the treaſures of the world, as having reſpe& to 
the recompence of reward, Heb. 11. 25. 26. 


4. Live asif Heaven were open to your light : 
and then dote upon the delights of worldlings if you 
can : Then love alife of fleſhly eaſe and honour better 
than to be with Chriſt , if you can. But of this I 


have ſpoken at large in other writings, 


Chriſtian, make it the ſtudy and buſineſs of thy Life, 
fo learn to do thy Laſt Work well ; that Work 
which muſt be done but once 3 that ſo Death 
which tranſmits unholy Souls into utter darkveſs 
and deſpair , may deliver thy Spirit into thy Re- 
deemers 


To the Reader. 


deemers hands to be Reccived to his Glory 3 
according to that Lleſſed promiſe , John 12. 26. 
And while 1 am in the fieſh, beg the Jame mercy 


for 
Thy Brother and Companion in tribulation, and 

London, in the Kingdom and patience of Jeſus 

Jan. 31, Chriſt, | 

16Gl, | 


Richard Baxter. 


The Re of the laſt work of - FY 
Believer. | 


5% H E Occaſio Jon Hl this WI Page L. 
The opening of the Text, WHT +4, 
Dod. 1. and 24 paſſed by [ that Clrift i is Xaed in 
glory ] and | is tobe prayed to) P. 5: 
Dot. 3. Mar hath a ſpirit, as well as a body : And 
what the ſoul is, P. 6. 
Doft. 4. The ſpirit of man doth ſurvive the body. It 
dyeth not, nor is annihilated, nor ſleepeth, p+ I1- 
Dog. 5. Chriſt doth receive the ſpirits of his Saints, 
when they leave the fteſh,- What-bis- Receiving 
them is 2 P. 14- 
Dot. 6. A dying Chriſtian may confidently and com- 
fortably commend his ſpirit to Chriſt to be Received 


by him, P- 19- 
The Dodrine applyed to the unregenerate unprepared 
ſoul, P+- 20» 


Whom Chriſt will Receive, and whom he will not re - 
fuſe, P. 26, 
Conſiderations to move them to prepare ſo as to be Re- 


ceived, P. 30. 

Applyzed to Believers, P. 37. 

" Encouraging proofs of Chriſts receiving their departed 
ſoul, p 39 


Other Uſes of the Doftrine, 
For the abatement of forrow for the Doatbof Ka. 6 
parted friend, P- Gr. 


The evidences of her happineſs, inthe Gracesi in which 
ſhe was eminent andexemplary, Pp 63. 

The uſe of her example to them that ſurvive, p. 70. 

Dott. 7. Prayer in General, and this prayer in pat- 
ticular, That Chriſt will receive our parting ſouls, 
is 'a moſt pctcy concluſion ety all the ation of a 


Chriſtians life, P- 72 


BELIEVERS 
Laſt Work. 


ACTS '7. 29. 
Lord Jeſus, recerce my Spirit. 


H E Birth of Nature, and the New 
Birth of Grace, in their meaſure re- 
ſemble the Death of Saints, which 
is the Bzrth of Glory. It is a bitter- 
ſweet day, a day that is mixt of ſor- 
row and joy, when Nature muſt quit its familiar 
Gueſt, and yield toany of theſe Changes. Our 
Natural Birth is not without the throws and 
pain, and groanings of the Mother, though it tranſ- 
mit the Child into a more large, and lightſom, and 
deſirable Habitation: Our Spiritzal Birth is not 
without its humbling and heart-piercing ſorrows : 
and when we are brought ont of darkneſs into the 
marvellous light , we leave our old Companions, 
in difpleaſure, whom we forſake; and our Fleſh re- 


B pining 


The Laſt Work 


pining at the loſs of its ſenſual delights: And our 
paſſage into Glory is not without thoſe pangs and 
fears which muſt needs be the attendants of a pain- 
| ed Body, ready to be diſſolved, and a Soul ar 
going through ſo {trait a door, into a ſtrangy 
though a moſt bleſſed place ; And it leaveth our 
lamenting Friends behind, that feel their loſs, and 
would longer have enjoyed our Company, and /ee 
ot (though they- be/ieve) the .Glary of the de- 
oe Soul. And this is our caſe, that are brought 

ither this day, by an att of Providence fad to us, 
though joyous to our departed Friend ; by a Voice 
that hath called her into Glory, and called us into 
this Mourning plight : Even us that rejoyce in the 
thoughts of her Felicity, and are not ſo cruel as to 
with her again into this corruptible Fleſh and cala. 
mitous World, trom the glorious preſence of the 
Lord ; and yet ſhould have kept her longer from 
it, for our own and others ſakes, if our Wiſdom 
had been fit to rale, or our Wills to be fulfilled, or 
if our Prayers mult have been anſwered, accord- 
ing-to the meaſure of our failing Apprehenhons, 
or preapitant Deſires. But Folly mult ſubmit to 
the Incomprehenſible Wiſdom ; and the Delire of 
the Creature muſt ſtoop to the Will of the Crea- 
tor : The /ztereſt of Chriſt muſt be preferred, when 
he calleth for nis own ; and o«r temporary Intereſt 
muſt . give place : Fleſh muſt be filent, and not 
contend-; and Duſt muſt not dare to queſtion 
God : He knowerh Leſt when his Fruit is ripe ; 
and though he will allow our moderate Sorrows, 
he will nor ſo much damnike his Saints, as to de- 
tain 
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tain them with us from their Joytul Reſt, 'rill we 
are content to let them go. aud; 
"Thus alſo did Blefled Stephen depart from Glory 

to Glory ; from 'a di/tant abt of the Glory of 
God, and of. F-/tus —_— at his right hand, into 
the mymediate! preſence and fruition of that Glory : 
But: yet he muſt pals the narrow Port; en 
Malice muſt ftone him rill he die; and he muſt 
undergo the Pains of Marryrdom, betore he reach 
to the Glory which he had ſeen: And when he was 
arrived in ſafety, he leaveth his Brethren ſcattered 
in the Storm, and Devent men make great lamentas 
tion at his burial, Aits 9g. 2. Though it 1s proba. 
ble by the ordinary acceptation of the Word 
[4rJps nec] that they were not profeſſed Chri= 
ftians, but devout Proſelytes, (ſuch as Cornelias and 
the Erhiopian Eunuch were) that buried and thus 
lamented Stephen, as knowing him to be an exce 
lent Perſon, cruelly murdered by the raging Fews 
_ yer their Example,” in a Caſe not culpable, but 

commendable, may be imitated by Believers ; 
upon condition that, with our ſenſe of the Excet- 
lency of the Perſons, and of our loſs by«their remo- 
val, we exceed them that had but a darker Revela- 
tion, in our joyful ſenſe of the felicity of the trayſla- 
ted Souls. 

The occaſion of the Death of this Holy Man, 
was partly that he ſurpaſſed others, as being full of 
Faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and partly, that he 
plainly rebuked the blind and furious perſecuting 
Zeal of the Fews, and bore a moſt reſolute Teſti- 
mony of Chriſt, Itis an #7 :ime when Men muſt- 

15 B z luffer 
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ſuffer becauſe they are good, and deſerve not /uffer- 
ing, but reward: And they are an unhappy People 
that have no more Grace or Wit,but to fight againſt 
Heaven, and ſet themſelves under the Stroaks of 
God's ſevereſt Juſtice, by perſecuting them that 
are dear to Chriſt , and faithfully perform their 
Duty. It is no ſtrange thing for the ZEAL 
and INTEREST 'of a FACTION to 
make Men mad; ſo mad, as implacably to rage 
againſt the Off- ſpring of Heaven , and to hate 
Men becauſe they are faithful to their great Ma- 
fter,and becauſe they are againſt their Fattion ; fo 
mad, as to think that the /utere/t of their Cauſe 
regquireth them to deſtroy the beſt with the greateſt 
malice, becauſe they ſtand moſt in their way ; and 
to forget that Chriſt, the Revenger of his Elect, 
doth rake all as done to %im that 1s done to them ; 
ſo mad, as to forget all the terrible Threatnings of 
God, and terrible Iaſtances of his avenging Ju- 
ſtice, againſt the Enemies of his Servants, whom 
he taketh as his own; and to ruine their own Re- 
putations, by ſeeking to defame the Upright, whoſe 
Names God is engaged to honour, and whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall ſhine torth as the Sun, when fooliſh 
Malignity hath done its worſt. When Chriſt had 
pleaded his Cauſe effeually with Sau!, that was 
one of the Perſecutors of Stepher, he maketh him 
confeſs that he was [mewns ippenrtper® ] exceedingly, 
exceſſrvely, or beyond meaſure mad againſt the Chri- 

ſtians. | 
| Put:this Fleſſed Pratomartyr, in defpite of Ma» 
lice, doch fa'cly and joytully pas through all Foaue 
| age 
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Rage to Heaven: By ki/ing him they make lim 
more than Conguerour, and ſend him to receive his 
Crown : And he ſhuts up all the Action of his 
Life, in imitation of his ſuffering Lord, with a 
two-fold Requeſt to Heaven; the one for himſelf, 
that his Spirit may be received; the other for his 
Perſecutors , that this fin may not Le laid to their 
charge, Atts 7. 59, 60: For 4 you may find Chriſt 
did before him, Lute 23. 34, 46. Father , forgive 
them, for they know not what they do : ] and, [ Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my Spirit.] Only 
Chrift dire&teth his Prayer immediately to the Fa- 
ther, and Stephen to Chriſt, as being one that had a 
Mediator, when Chriſt had none, as needing none ; 
and being now bearing witneſs, by his fuffering, to 
Chriſt, and therefore it was ſeaſonable to direc his 
Prayer to him; but eſpecially becauſe it was an 
At of Mediation that he petitioneth for, and there. 
fore dire&eth his Petition to the Mediator. 

This firſt Requeſt of this dying Saint, which I 
have choſen to [as as ſuitable and ſeaſonable 
for our Inſtruction at this time, in a few Words 
containeth not a few exceeding uſeful wholeſom 
Traths. 

As, I. It is here'plainly intimated, that [eſs 
Chriſt is exalted in Glory,] in that-he hath. power 
to receive departed Souls. 

2. That Chriſt is to be prayed to,| and that it is 


not our Duty to dirett all our Prayers only to the 


Father. ago thoſe things that belong to the 
Office of the Mediator , as interceding tor us in 
the Heavens, mult- be requeſted of the Mediator : 
And 
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And thoſe things which belong to the Father ro 
give for the ſake of the Mediator, ' muſt be asked 
of the Father for his fake. I cannot now ftay to 
tell you in particular what belongerh to the 

and what unto the other. | Barry 

3. That Man hath a Spirit, as well as a Botly , 'of 
which, more anon. S 

4- That this Spirit dieth not with the Body (un- 
leſs you will call a meer ſeparation a 4ying.) 

5. That Chriſt doth receive the _-_ of his 
Saints, when they are ſeparated from the Body. 

6. That a dying Chriſtian may confidently and com- 
fortably commend his Spirit to Chrift, to be received 
of him, 

7. That Prayer in general, and this Prayer in ſpe« 
czal, That Chriſt will receive our departing Souls, 
is a moſt ſaitable Concluſion of all the Attions of 4 
Chriſtian's Life. 


He fr/t and ſecond of theſe Doftrines, of- 
fered us by this Text, I ſhall paſs by. 

The third is not queſtioned by any that know- 
eth himſelf to be a Man: But that we may under- 
ftand-it and the reſt, we muſt conſider what the 
Word [Spirit] doth here fignifie. By [Spirit] here 
can be meant nothing but the Rational Soul, which 
is the principal con/tztutive part of the man. For, 
though the word do ſometime ſignifie the Wind 
or Breath, and ſometime the moral and inteletual 
Qualifications, and have divers other ſenſes, I need 
not ſtay to prove that it is not here ſo taken : Sre- 
gp phen 
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_=_ prayeth not to Chriſt to receive his Breath, 
is Graces, or the ny Ghoſt ; but to receive his 
Rational immortal Soul. 

"Tt is not only the Sou/, but God himſelf, that is 
called [a Spirit] : And though the Name be tetch'd 
from lower things, that is becauſe that as we have 
no adequate poſitive conception of God or Spirits, 
ſo-we can have no adequate proper names for them, 
but muſt take up with 4orrewed Names, as anſwe- 
rable to our Notions. 

' Sometime the Word Spirit (as Heb. 4.12. &c.) 
is diſtinguiſhed from the Sou/: And then it either 
ſgnifieth the ſuperior Pacu/ties in the ſame Soul, or 
the ſame Soul as elevated by Grace. 

Do you ask, What the Soul is 2 You may allo: 
ask, What a Man is. And it is pity that a Man 
ſhould not know what a Man is. Ir is our [ntel. 
leftual Nature, containing allo the Sex/ttrve and Ve- 
getative: The Principle or firſt Af, by which we 
live, and feel, and wy a and freely will, The. 
Ads tell you what the Facx/ties or Powers are, 
and ſo what the Soul is. If you know what 7«- 
telleftion, or Reaſon and Free-will are, you may 
know what it is to have a ſpiritual Nature, eſſenti-- 
ally containing the Power of Reaſoning and Willing. 
It is thy Sou/ by which thou art thinking and ast- 
ing, What a Soul is! And as he that reaſoneth tos 
prove that Man hath »o Reaſon, doth prove that he 

. hath Reaſon by reaſoning againit it ; ſo he that rea- 

ſoneth to prove that he hath »o Soul, doth thereby 
prove that he hath a Reaſonable (though abuſed) 
Soul. 


Yet: 
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Yet there are ſome ſo blind as to queſtion, Whe- 
ther they have Souls, becauſe they ſee them wot : 
Whereas if they could ſee them with Eyes of Fleſh, 
they were »o Souls : For Spirits are invifible. They 
fee not the Air or Wind, and yet they know that, 
Air or Wind there is. They ſee not God or Angeds,) 
and yet they are Fools indeed if they doubt whe- 
ther there be a God and Angels. It they ſee wor 
their Eyes, yet they know that they have Eyes, be- 
cauſe with thoſe Eyes they ſee other things.., And 
it they know not diredly and intuitively that they 
have Rational Souls, they might know it by their 
knowing other things, which without ſuch Souls 
cannot be known. It is juſt with God, that thoſe 
that live as carnally, and brutiſhly, and negle- 
gently, as if they had no Souls to ule or care: for, 
thould at laſt be given up to queſtion whether 
they have Souls, or no. | 

O wotful Fall / depraved Nature / O miſerable 
Men, that have ſo far departed from God, as to 
deny both themſelves and God ! or to queſtion, 
Whether God be God, and May be Man / Return 'to 
God, and thou wilt come to thy /e/f: Forget not, 
Man, thy Noble Nature, thy chieteſt Part : Think 
not that thou art o»/y She, becauſe thou ſeeſt not 
through the Shell. It is Souls that converſe by the 
Bodzes while they are in Fleſh. It is thy Soul that 
I am ſpeaking to, and thy Soul that underſtandeth 
me: When 7ky Soul is gone, I will ſpeak to "thee 
no more. It is thy Soul that is the Workmanfhip 
of God by an- zmmediate or ſpecial way of Fabri-. 

cation, 7a. 57. 16. The ſouls that I have made.] 
| Gen. 
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Gen.'2.7. He breathed into maa the breath of life, 
and he became a living ſoul. ] It is thy Soul that 
is faid to be made after God's Image ; in that thou 
art ennobled with a capacious 7xderſtaxding, and 
Free*will : And it is thy Soul that is the immedi- 
ate ſubject of his Morel Image, even ſpiritual Wiſ- 
dom, Righteouſneſs, and Holimeſs : God hath not 
Hands, and Feet, and other Members, as thy Body 
hath. How noble a Nature is that which is ca- 
le of knowing not only all things in the World 

in its meaſure) but God himſeff, and the things of 
the world that is to come, and capable of /oving 
and enjoying God, and of ſeeking and ſerving him in 
order to that Enjoyment ! Chriſt thought not baſely 
of a Soul, that redeemed Souls ar ſuch a price, 
when he made his ſoul an offering for fin, 1a. 53. 10. 
' Were it not for our i»»mortal Souls, would God 
ever honour us with ſuch Relations to him, as to 
be his Children 2 (For he is firſt the Father of Spi- 
rits, Heb. 12. y. and then the Father of Saints.) 
Should we be called the Spouſe and the Members of 
Chriſtz Would he be at ſo much coſt upon us? 
Should Ange/s attend us as miniſtring Spirits, if we 
had not Spirits fit to miniſter to God 2 Would the 
Spirit of God himſelf dwell in us, and quicken and 
beautifie us with his Grace? Should a world of 
Creatures (whoſe Corporeal Subſtance ſeems as 
excellent as ours) attend and ſerve us, if we were 
bur an ingenuous ſort of Brutes, and had not ratio- 
wal immortal Souls > Should ſuch ſtore of Mercies 
be provided for us > Should Miniſters be appointed 
to preach, and pray, and _— for us, if we had 


not 


FO 
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" not Sorls to ſave or loſe > They watch for your fouls, 


as thoſe that muſt give account, Heb, 13.17. Why 
ſhould they preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and 
ſuffer ſo much to perform their Work, but that 
they know that [ He that winneth ſouls is whe, } 
Prov, 11. 30. and that [he which converteth a finner 


from the errour of his way, doth ſave a ſoul from 


death, and hide a multitude of fins, Fam. 6. 20. The 

Devil himſelf may tell you the worth of Souls, 

when he compaſſeth the earth (Job 1. 7.) and goerh 

about night and day to deceive them and devour them, 

1 Pet. 5.8. And yet can he make you believe that 

they are ſo worthleſs, as to be abuſed to the baſe/# 

drudgery, to be poyſoned with Sin and Senfſuality, 
to be ventured for a thing of naught. 

- ©, Sirs, have you ſuch immortal Souls, and will 
ou ſell them for a Luft, for a heaftly Pleaſare, for 
iberty to glut your Fleſh, or for the Price that 

Fadas ſold his Lord for ? Is thy Soul no more 

worth than Honour, or Wealth, or foohith Mirth > 

Is thy Soul fo bafe, as not to be worth the care and 

labour of a Holy Lite? Is the World worth a/ 

thy Care and Labour, and ſhall leſs be called zoo 

much ado, when it 1s for thy precious Soul? Alas ! 
one would think by the careleſs fl:ſhly Lives' of 
many, that they rem2mber not that they have 

Souls. Have they not need in the depth of their 

Security, in the height of their Ambition, and in 

the heat of Fleſhly Luſls, ro have a Monitor to call 

to them, Remember that thou art a man, antl thay 
thox haſt a Soul to ſave or lofe. What thinkeſt thow 
of thy negligence and carnal Life, when thow rea- 
deſt 
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deſt that ſo holy a Man as Pau/ mult keep wrder 
bis body, and bring it into ſubjeftion, leſt he ſhould 
be a caſt-away after all his Labours/ 1 Cor. g. 25, 
26-27. O live not as if the Fleſh were the May, 
ai its Pleaſure your Felicity ; but live as thoſe 
that have Spirits to take care tor. 


J— 
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— ſpirit of man doth ſurvive the Body. It 
dyeth not with it: It 1s not annihilated: Tt 
is #ot reſolved into the eſſence of ſome common e- 
kment of ſouls, where it loſeth its ſpecifick form 
and name: It was ſtill zhe Spirit of Stephen that 
was received by Chriſt, It ſhepeth not : To confute 
the dream of thoſe that talk of the /ceping of Souls, 
or any Lethargich, unintelligent or unactive ſtate, 
of ſo excellent, capacious and active a nature, were 
but to diſpute with ſleeping men. When we fay 
it is /mmortal, we mean not that it or any crea- 
ture hath in it felt a ſe/f- ſupporting or ſelf-preſervin 
ſufficiency ; or that they are Neceſiary Beings, w-. 
not- Contingent ; or Primitive Beings, and not De- 
rived from another by Creation : We know that 
all the world would turn to nothing in a moment, 
if God did but withdraw his preſerving and up- 
holding influence, and but ſuſpend that WZ that 
doth continue them: He need not exert any Po- 


five Will or 4 tor their deſtrufQion 'or:;anni- 
hilation. Though ejusdem eft annihilare, cujus oft: 
creare ;\ none can annilnlate but God; yet it.is by. 
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a Poſitive efficient at of Will that he createrh ; and 
by a meer ceſſation of the aCt of his preſerviag Will, 
he can awnibilate, I mean not by any in 
him ; but by wi/l/zzz the continuance of the creg- 
ture but t:// ſuch a period. bur yet he that will 
perpetuate the Sp:rit of Man, hath given it a »a- 
ture ( 8s he hath done the Angels) fir to be perpetu- 
ated: A Nature not guilty of compoſition and ele- 
mentary materiallity which might ſubjeC& it to 
—_—_— : ſo that as there is an Apt:tude in ron, 
or Sitver, or Gold,to continue longer than Graſs; 
or Flowers , or Fleſh; and a rcalon ot its duration 
may be given a xatura rei,trom that aptitude in fub- 
ordination to the Will of God; ſothere is ſuch an 
Aptitude in the Nature of the Sou! ro be Immortal, 
which God maketh uſe of to the accompliſhmens 
_ of his will for its actual perpetuity. 
" The Heathenifh Socinians that deny the Immorta: 
tity of the Soul, (yea worſe than Heatheniſh,. tor 
moſt Heathens do maintain it) mult deny it to 
Chrift himſelf, as well as to his Members: For he 
uſed the like recommendation of his Soul to- his 
Father, when he was on the Crofs, as Stephen doth 
here to bim. It F Lord Feſas recerve my Spirit ]be - 
words that prove-not the ſurviving of the Spree of 
Stephen ; then | Father, into thy hands I commend 
my Spirit ) will not prove. the ſurviving of the Spz+ 
rit of Chriſt: And then what do theſe infidels 
make of Chri/t, who alfo deny his Deity ; and 
conſequently make him. »otbing but 2 Cor, when 
his body was inthe grave 2 How thendid he make 
good ks pronmifi io the penitent maletator, 7; ys 
Jy 
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day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. ] But he that 
ſaid, [Becauſe I live , ye ſhall live aljo John 14. 19. 
did live in the Spirit, while he was put to death in 
the fleſh, x Pet. 3.18. and receiveth the Spirits of 
his Servants unto /ife eternal, while their fleſh is 
rotting 'in the grave: This very: Text is fo clear 
for this, if there were no other, it might end the 
controverſie with all that believe the Holy Scri- 
ptures. . 

I confeſs there is a lcep of Souls : A Metaphorical 
ſeep in ſin and in ſecurity: Or elſe the drowſic 
opinions of theſe Infidels, had never found enter- 
tainment 'in the world: A fleep fo deep, that 
the voice of God in the threatnings of his Word, 
and the alarm of his Judgments, and the thun- 
der of his warnings by his moſt ſerious Miniſters, 
prevail not to awaken the moſt. So dead a 
ſep poſleſſeth the moſt of the ungodly world,that 
they can quietly ſin in the ſight. of God, at the 
entrance upon eternity, at the doors of Hell, and 
the calls of God do not awaken them : So dead 4 
ſeep that Scripture juſtly calls rhem dead, Eph. z. 
r. 5. And Miniſters may well call them dead; For 
alas it is not owr voice that can awake them. They 
arc ar dead to us; we draw back the curtains to 
let in the light, and ſhew them. that Judgmens 
is at hand , and uſe thoſe true but terrible ar- 

ents from wrath and hell, which we arc a- 
Eid ſhould roo much frighten many tender licar- 
ers: and yet they ſeep on, and our loudeſt: calls, 
bur tears and our indreaties cannot awaken them. 
We cry to them ig the names of the Lord, [4m hs 
thow 
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thou that fleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, "and | Chrif8 
ſhall give thee light] Eph. 5. 14: This Moral fleep 
and death of Souls, which is the tore-runner of ever: 
laſting death in miſery, we cannot deny. - But affer 
Death even this ſleep ſhall ceafe ; and: God wil 


waken them with his vengeance; that would wed 
awaked by his Grace. ef ſinner, ſheep ender 
che thoughts of ſm and Gods diſpleaſure if thou 
canſt : There is no ſleeping Soul in Hel: "There 
are none that are paſt feeling. The mortal ſtroke 
- that Jayeth thy fleſh to in-the duſt, lets 
out the guilty Soul into a World where there is xo 
feeping; where there is a Light irreſiſtible, and a 
Terrour and Torment that will keep them wa- 
king. If God hid thee awake by the flames of 
Fuſtice, he will have no nay. The firſt fighr and 
feeling which will ſurprize - thee when thou haſt 
left this Fleſb, will awake thee to Eternity; and do 
more than we could do in Time, and convince thee 
that there is no ſleeping ſtate for ſeparated Souls. - 


Ft 
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A+ « doth recerve the Spirits 'of hy Saints 
1 when they lewwe the Fleſhyt N07 21 nu ook 
Here we ſhall firſt tell you whht Chiiſts revend 
wing of the Spirit is. ' The Word fignifieth to Yate 
it as acteþtable to himſelf; 'and: it compretiendeth 
theſe Particulars. | 194 206 5.229 
r:\ That Chriſt will »or Jeabe:the new. d 
Soul to the -will of Sktan its tmdlicdous? Enemy 
. p How 
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How:-ready is he to receive us to perdition, if Chriſt 
refaſe us,and receive us not to Salvation ? He that 
how ſeeketh as a roaring Lion night and day, as our 
adverſary, to devour us by deceit, will then ſeek to 
devour us by execution. How glad was be when 
God gave him leave but to touch the goods, and 
children, and Joey of Fob > And how much more 
would it pleaſe his enmity, to have power to tor- 
ment our Souls? But the Soul that fled to the 
arms of Chriſt by Faith in the day of 2rya/, ſhall 
then find it ſelf in the arms of Chrift in the mo- 
ment of Tts entrance upon Eternity. O Chriſtian, 
whether thou ow feel it to thy comfort or nor, 
thou ſhalt thex feel it to the ravithing of thy Soul, 
that thou didſt not fly to Chriſt in vain, nor truſt 
him in vain to be thy Saviour : Satan ſhall be for 
ever diſappointed of his deſired Prey. Long, waſt 
thou combating with him ; frequently and {trong- 
ly waſt thou tempted by him : Thou oft thought- 
eft it was 4 doubrful veſtion who ſhould wir 
the day , and whether ever thou ſhouldeſt hold 
out and 'be ſaved: But when thou paſſeſt from the: 
Fleth, in thy laſt Extremity , in the end of thy 
greateſt and moſt ſhaking Fears ; when Satan is 
ready,if he might, to carry thy Soul to Hell; hey, 
even hex ſhalt thou find that thou haſt won the! 
day. ' And yet not thou, but Chri/t is he that hart; 
been victorious for thee (even as whenthou lived(t 
the life of Faith, it was not how, but Chrift lived 
in thee, Gal. 3.20.) Thou mayſt fear at thy de- 
parture, and leave the Fleſh with terrour, and ima-- 
gine that Satan will preſently devour thee : Bar: 

| xnons 
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the experience of a moment will-end thy Fears Fo 
thou Hale triumph againſt thy conquered Foe. He 
rhat ſaved thee trom che dominion of a tempting 
Devil, will certainly fave thee from him when he 
would zgrment thee. Here he would have as that 
he may fift us, and get advantage on our .weale- 
neſs ; but Chriſt prayeth for us, and ſtrengthineth 
us, that our faith may not fail, Luke 22.31. And 
he that faveth us from the ſin, will fave us from 
the puniſhment ; and from Satans fury, 8s he did. 
from his fraud. | pry ts 
2. Chriſts Receiving us,doth include his favours 
able entertainment and welcoming the departed Soul. 
Poor Soul, thou waſt never x 4 welcome to thy 
deareſt Friend,nor into the arms of a Father, a Hus- 
band, or a Wife, as thou ſhalt be then into the 
preſence and embracements of thy Lord.- 'Thou 
heareſt, and readeſt, and partly believeſt now how 
he loveth us, even as his Spouſe and Members, as 
his Fleſh and Bone, Eph. 6, | But then thou ſhalt 
feel how he. loveth thee if particular : If the An- 
gels of God have joy at thy Convzer/on, what joy 
will there be in Zeaven at thy exterance into that 
Satvation ! And ſure thoſe Angek will bid thee wel. 
come, and concur with Chriſt in that triumphant 
joy. If a returning Prodigal find himfelf in the arms 
Yt his Fathers Love, and welcomed home with his 
kiſſes, and his robe and feaſt; What welcome then 
may a cleanſed conquered Soul expe, when it com- 
eth into the preſence of Glorious Love, and is pur- 
poſely to be received with ſuch demonſtrations of 
Love, as may be fitted to magnike the Lond ons 
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which exceedeth all' the Love of man, as Onmipe« 
tency doth exceed our [mpotency ; and therefore will 
exceed it in the efets / Though thou halt queſti- 
oned here in the dark, whether thou wert we/come 
to Chriſt when thou cameft to him in prayer, or 
when thou cameſt to his holy 7able ; yer then doubt 
of thy welcom if thou canſt. 
O had we but one moments ſenſe of the delights 

of the embraced Soul, that is newly received b 
Chriſt into his Kingdom, it would make us chiok 
we were in Heaven already, and tranſport us more 
than the Diſciples thar ſaw the Transfiguration of 
Chriſt; and make us ſay, in comparing this with 
all the Glory of the World, [Maſter, it is good for 
us to be here;| Lut in conſideration of the fu#, to 
fay, [ It is tetter to be there. ] But it muſt not be: 
Earth wut not be ſo happy as to have a moments 
ſenſe of the unconceivable Pleaſures of the recerved 
Soul; that is the Reward and Crown, and therefore 
not fit for us here in our Conflict. 

' But low things may by dark reſemblance a lit- 
tle help us to conceive of — that 1s /ite » 
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How would you receive 


egree. 
your Son, or Hushand, the next day after ſome 
bloody Fight, where Ite had eſcaped with the Vi- 
@ory ? Or your Child, or Friend, that arrived fafe- 
ly after a long and a dangerous Voyage > Would 
yu not run and meet him, and with joy embrace 
im, jf he had been many years abſent, and were 
now come home 2, I telf thee, poor Soul, thy Sa- 
viour hath a /arger heart, and another kind of Love 
than thou, and other Reaſons of greater force to 
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move him to. bid thee Welcome into his Preſence.. 

3. Chriſt's Receiving the departed Soul inclu- 
deth the Srate of Bleſſedneſs into which he doth re- 
ceive it, If you ask,, What that 52 I anſwer, It 
is unto himſelf, to be with him where he is : And that 
in general is full of comfort ,, if there were no 
more: For we know that Chriſt is in no.ll place; 
He is glorified at the right hand of the Majeſty on 
bigh, Heb. 1.3. And that the Souls of the Righte- 
ous, and at laſt their Bodies, are received to hinſelf, 
he often telleth us: John 12.26. * any man ſerve 
we, let him follow me ; and where I am, there ſhall 
alſo my ſervant be.) John 14. 2,3. And if 1 go to 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and rc- 
cerve you unto my ſelf, that where I am, there you 
may ' alſo.] Aud in the mean time, when we 
once are abſent from the body, we are preſent with the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8, and that is in [the building, of 
God, not mad: with hands, eternal in the heavens, v.1.. 
Paul therefore deſired to depart and be with Chriſt, 
as being far better,) Phil. 1.23. And. Chriſt pro- 
miſeth.the converted. Thief, [This day. ſhalt. thoy 
be with me in. Paradiſe,) Luke 23. 43. And our 
State after the ReſurreQion hath the ſame deſeri-. 
ptian, 1 Theſſ. 4.17. [And ſo ſhall we ever be with 
the Lord:] And what it ſhall be, he declareth 
himſelf, Jobs 17. 2.4. Father, 1 will that they whom 
thou haſt given. me, be with me where T am, that they 
wey behold my glory which thou haſt given me. The 
' Soul of Lazarus, Luke 16. was recerved into Abra- 
hams Zoſom, where he is ſaid #0 be comforted. The 
heauens receive Chrift, AQs 3: 21..and therefore 
the- 
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the heavens recerve the ſpirits that go to him: even 
the fpirits of the juſt made perfett, Heb. 12. 23. 
that is, that are crowned with Chriſt in Glory, and 
freed from the Imperfe&tions and Evils of this 
Life. And ſo that x 7heſſ. 5. 10. is plain, though 
ſome would pervert it, [That whether we wake or 
ſteep, we may lrve together with him|: Not [Whether 
we wake to righteouſneſs, or {leep in ſin] ; for 
ſuch Sleepers live not with him : Nor [whether 
we wake by ſollicitude, or ſleep in ſecurity] : Nor 
[Whether we. naturally wake or ſleep] only : But 
whether we live, or die, and ſo our Bodies ſleep in 
death, yet we live together with him. In a word, 
Chriſt will receive us unto a participation of his 
Foy and Glory; into a Foy as great as our Nature 
thall be capable of, and more than we can now de- 
ſire, and that the largeſt Heart on Earth can juſtly 
conceive of or comprehend. And becauſe all this 
tells you but to the ear, ſtay yet but a little 
* while, and experimental fight rd feeling ſhall tell 
you, What this Receiving 4s; even: when we rc- 
ceive the kingdom that cannot be moved, Heb. 12.2.8. 
and when we receive the end of our faith, the ſat- 
vation of our ſouls, 1 Pet. 1.9. 


DOCT. 6. 


* 


Dying Chriſtian may confidently and comfortably | 

{ \ commend his Spirit to Chriſt to be received 
by him. 

Though he have formerly been a grievous ſinner ; 
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though at the preſent he be frai/ and faulty: though 
he be weak in faith, and love, duty; though 
his body by ſickneſs be become unfit to ſerve his 
Soul, and as to preſent ſenfibility, attivity, or joy, 
he ſeem to be paſt the beſt j.or to be nothing ;z 
though the Tempter would aggravate his fins, and 
weakneſs, and dulneſs to his dilcouragement ; yet 
he may, he muſt with confidence recommend his 
Spirit to Chriſt to be Received by him. 

O learn this Doctrine Chriſtians, that you may 
wſe it in the hour of your/laſt diſtreſs : The hour 
is near : the diſtreſs will be the greateſt that ever. 
you were in: As we# as we ſeem now while we 
are hearing this, our turn/is nigh : The Midwite 
is not ſo neceffary to the ite of 'rhe Child, that 
Receiveth it ifto:the-world, as Chrifts Receiving 
will be then to our everlaſting lite. To fay over 
heartleſly theſe words [ Lord Jeſus receive my Spi- 
rit | will be no more than a dead hearted 'Hyp06- 
crite may do: fuch* formal lip-ſervice-in- life or'at 
death, doth profit nothing to. ſalvation ;/ Now! 
make ſuch neceffary 1 yt that at Death you 
may have well-grounded confidence, that Feſus Chrift 
will receive your Spirits. Eck ; | 

i. And firſt, let mebring this to the carnal unpre- 
pared finner, 

Poor ſinner, What #houghts baſt thou of thy dying 
hour, and of thy departing Soul! T wonder at thee, 
what thoughts thou kaft of them, that thoucanlt 
ſin fo boldly,and live focareleſly, andtalk'or hear 
of the life to come ſo ſenſelefly as thou doſt / Thou \ 
mighteſt- well rhink I wronged: hes, are 
4 thee 
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thee to be ſuch a 5-ute as not to know- that thou 
muſt die ! Thy Soul that brought thy Sody hither, 
that cauſeth it mow to hear and underſtand, that 
carryeth it up and down the world, muſt very 
thortly be required of theeand mult ſeek another 
habitation. What thoughts haſt thou of thy de- 
parting Soul! Will Chriſt receive it 2 Raſt thou 
made ſure of that > Or halt thou made it thy 
principal care and bufineſs to make ſure / O what: 
doth intoxicate the brains of ſenſual worldly men, 
that they drown themſelves in the Cares of this 
Life, and ride and -run for tranſitory Riches, and 
live upon the Smoak of Honour and Applauſe,and 
never ſoberly and ſeriouſly bethink them, whether 
Chriſt will receive their hoes Souls ! That they 
can fill their minds with other /houghts, and fill their 
mouthes with other talk, and conſume their time in 
other inconſiderable employments ; and take no more 
care, and ſpend no more thoughts, and words, and 
time, about the evtertainment of their departivz 
Souls ! When they are evex ready to be gone, and. 
ſtand as it were on tip-toes ; when. Fevers, and 
Conſumptions, and many hundred Diſeaſes are all 
abroad fo buſily diſtributing their Summons z and 
when the Gates of Death have ſo many Paſſengers 
crowding in, and Souls are making ſuch haſte away, 
will you not confider what ſhalt become of yours ? 
Will you ſay, that you hope wef,and you ma/t ven- 
twre 2. If God had appointed you nothing to do, to 
propate for your ate patſage and entertainment 
with Chriſt, you might then take up with ſuch an 
Anſwer * But it's a mad adventure to NAS 
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undone that is neceſſary to your ſalvation, and then 
toſay, Tou muſt put it to the venture : If you die in 
an unrenewed and unjuſtified ſtate, it is paſt all 
ventures ; for it is certarn that Chriſt will xot recezve 
you: You may talk of hoping, dut it is ot a mat- 
rer to be hoped tor. Hope that God will make good 
every word of his Promiſe, and ſpare not : But there 

i5no more Hope that Chriſt will Receive the ſou/s 
of any but of his members, than there is that he will 
prove alyar, He never promiſed to ſave any others - 
and that is not all ; but he hath declared and pro- 
felled frequently that he will not. And you are no 
Believers if you will not believe him: And if you 
believe him, you mult believe that the unbel/zevers, 
the unregenerate, the unholy, and the workers of ini- 
quity, ſhall not be received into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven : For he hath profeffed it, John 3. 3, 36. Heb. 
I2. 14. Matth. 7.23. 

If Chriſt would Recezve the ſouls of a4, your 
venture then had reaſon for it : Or if he had left-it 
as a thing that depended only on his «nrevealed 
wil, and not on any preparations of our own, we 
might then have quit our ſelves of the care, and caſt 
it all on him, as being his part, and none of ours : 
But it is 0? ſo: Thope I need not e/ you that, it 
zs not ſo: Believeit, the Queſtion muſt be Now re- 

ſobved, and reſolved by your ſelves, whether Chriſt 
ſhall Receive your departed ſouls, or caſt them off as 
firebrands for Hell 2 He hath made the Law, and 
ſet down the terms already to which he will unal- 
terably.ſtand, and which we muſt truſt to. : Ir 5 
now that you muſt labour to be accepted of him-s. For 
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we muſt all appear before the Fudgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
Lad,] 2 Cor.5. 9,10. O Sirs, thisis the reaſon of 
our importunity with you: Knowing the terrors of 
the Lord, we perſuade men, faith the Apoſtle in the 
\ next words, verſ. 11. We know that the ſentence 
will be jt, and that it is now in your own hands 
| what judgment then ſhall paſs upon you ! And if juſt 
»ow your ſouls were paſſing hence, before you went. 
from the place you ſit in, would you think any 
care could be too great, to make ſure that they 
ſhould go to happineſs! O that you would cont1i- 
der how much it is your own work, and how much. 
it reſteth on your ſe/ves what Chriſt ſhall then do 
with y ou ! Then you will cry to him for mercy, [0- 
caſt. not away a miſerable ſoul ! Lord, receive me into 
thy Kingdom. ] But now he mult intreat you to Le 
ſaved, and to be the-people that he may then Re- 
cetve, and you will not hear hinr: And'if you will 
not hear him, when he calleth on you, and beſcech- 
eth you to Repent and to prepare ;. as ſure as Chriſt 
is Chriſt, he will not hear you when you cry and call 
for mercy too late in your extremity. Read Prov. . 
r. and you will ſee this is true. It 1s you that are 
to be extreated that Chriſt may recezve you ; for the- 
wwillingneſs and backwardneſs is on.your part :. Tou 
are now poyſoning. your ſouls by ſ{in,and when we. 
cannot intreat you cither*to-forbear or to take the - 
Yomit of Repentance : yet. when you are gaſping, 
and triagaty our own wilful ſel-murder,you will- 
then. cry to. Chriſt, and think he. muſt receive you 
upon 
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-upon terms inconſiſtent with his juſtice,” holineſs 
and truth. Butflatter not your ſelves ; it will not 
be : This is the accepted time : 'behold now is the day 
of ſalvation : refuſe it now, and it is loſt for ever. 
Sirs, if this were the hour, and you were preſent- 

ly to be received or refuſed, would you blame me 
to cry and call to you with all the fervour of my 
ſoul, if I knew that it were in your own choice, 
whether you would go to Heaven or Hell > Why, 
now it is in your choice / Life and Death are ſet be- 
tore you. Chriſt will receive you .if you will but 
come within the capacity of his NS If you 
will not, there will then be no remedy : It is a dole- 
ful thing to obſerve how Satan doth bewitch poor 
ſinners! That when time is gone, and the door of 
mercy is ſhut againit them, rhey would think no 
cries too loud for mercy, and no importunity too 
great : for Chriſt telleth us, Marth. 25. 10, 11. that 
then they will cry { Lord, Lord, open to us : | And 
yet now when the door ſtands open, no arguments, 
no earneſtneſs, no tears can intreat them to enter 
in; Then there is nct the moſt ſenſeleſs ſinner of 
vou all, but would cry more ſtrongly than Eſax 
tor the blelſing, (when his rears could find no place 
for rep?ntance, Heb. 12.16, 17.) [Lord receive a mi- 
ſerable foal ! O whither ſhall I go, if thou receive me 
wot ! | niuft elſe be tormented in thoſe noun flames :] 
. And yet now you will ſel! your irthrigh for one 
morſel ; for a little of Fudas, or Gehez7?'s gain, for 
the applauſe of worms, for the pleaſing of your 
fleſh that is turning ro corruption ; for thoVelghts 
re 
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is not a man of you but would then pray more ear- 
eſtly than thoſe that you now deride for earneſt 
praying, as if they whined and were ridxculous : And 
= mow you will neither be ſerous in prayer, nor 

ear Chriſt or his meſſengers, when he maketh it 
his earneſt requeſt to you to come in to him, that 
you may have life, John 5.40. Then you will knock 
when the door is thut, and cry [Lord open to a mis 
ſerable ſinner : ] and yet now you will not open unto 
him, when by his word and ſpirit, his mercies and 
afflictions, he ſtandeth at the door of your ſtub- 
born hearts, and calleth on you to repent and turn 
to God; Now our intreaties cannot ſo much as 
bring you on your knees, or bring you to one hours 
ſerious thoughts, about the ſtate ot thoſe ſouls that 
are ſo near their doom. O Sirs, for your ſouls 
ſake, lay by your obſtinacy : Pity thoſe ſouls 
that then you will beg of Chriſt to pity. Do not 
you damn them by your ſloth and fin, in the day of 
your viſitation, and then cry in vain to Chri/t to 
fave them, when it is too late. 7et the door of 
grace is open : But how ſpeedily will it be ſhut > 
One ſtroak of an Apoplexy, a Conſumption, a Fe- 
ver, can quickly ſhut it ; and then you may tear 
your hearts with crying [Lord open to us] and all in 
vain. O did you but /ee departed ſouts, as you ſee 
the corps that 1s left behind ! Did you ſee how they 
are treated at their removal from the fleſh > how 
ſome are taken and others left ! how ſome are welcom- 
ed to Chriſt, and others are abhorred, and turned 
over to the tormenter, and thruſt out with impla- 
cable indignation and diſdain (Lek. 13.28. Prov. 1. 
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24, 26, 27.) ſure you would enter into ſerious con: 
ſideration'this day, What it is that makes this diffe- 
rence ; and why Chriſt ſo uſeth the one and the other ; 
and what muſt be done now, by the ſoul that would be 
received then 2 Alas, men will do any thing, but that 
which they ſhould do Among the ſuperſtitious 
Papiſts, the conceit of a deliverance from Purga- 
tory makes them bequeath their Lands and Mo- 
neys to Prieſts and Friars to pray for them when 
they are dead, and to have other men cry to Chriſt 
to receive them, and open to them, when time is palt : 
And yet now in the accepted time, now when it Is 
at your choice, and the door is open, men live as if 
they were paſt feeling, and cared not what became 
of them at the laſt, and would not be beholden to 
Chriſt to receive them, when the deceitful world 
hath caſt them off. | 

And now, Beloved Hearers all, I would make 
it my moſt earneſt requeſt to you, as one that 
knoweth we are all palling hence, and foreſeeth 
the caſe of a departed ſoul, that you would now 
without any more delay, prepare and make ſure 
that you may be received into the everlaſting ha- 
bitations : And to this end, I ſhall more diſtinaly, 
though briefly tell you, 1. What ſouls they are that 
Chriſt will receive, and what he will not : and-con- 
ſequently, what you muſt do to be recerved. 2, What 
conſiderations ſhould ſtir youup to this preparation. 

I.” Nothing is more ſure than that Chriſt will 
not receive, 1. Any -unregenerate, unconverted.ſoul, 
John 3. 3,5. Matth. 18. 3. that is »ot renewed and 
fanitified by his ſpirit, Rom. 8, g. Heb. 12, 14- As 
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26.18. They mult have the new and heavenly na- 
ture that will ever come to Heaven : Without this 
you are morally uncapable of it. AZeaven is the 
pooger inheritance of Saints, Col. 1. 12. This hea- 
venly nature, and ſpirit, is your earneſt : If you have 
this, you are ſealed up unto ſalvation, 2 Cor. 1. 22. 
Epheſ. x. 13. & 4. 30. 

2. Chritt will rece;zve nove but thoſe that make 
it #ow their work to lay up a treaſure in heaven, ra- 
ther than upon the earth, Mazth.6. 20, 21. and that 
ſeek it in the firſt plate, Mat. 6.33. and canbe con- 
tent to part with all to purchale it, Matth. 13. 44, 
46. Luk. 14.33. & 18.22. An carthly-minded 
worldling is uncapable of heaven, in that conditi- 
on, Phil.;3.17,18. Luk.16.13. You muſt take 
it for your portion, and ſet your hearts on it, if 
ever you will come thither ; Matth. 6. 21. Col. 3. 
|, 35 3 
3- Chriſt will Receive no ſoul at laſt, but ſuch 
as {incerely received him as their Lord and Saviour 
now, and gave upthemſelves to him, and receiy- 
ed his Word, and yield obedience to it, and recei- 
ved his Spirit, and were cleanſed by him from their 
iniquities, John 1.11,12. Lok.19.27. 2 Theſ. 2. 10, 
12. [That all they might be damned that believed not 
the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.] (They 
are God's own words : be not offended at them, 
but believe and fear.) Fe hateth all the workers of 
miquity, and will fay to them, Depart from me, [ 
know you not, Plal. 5. 5. Matth. 7. 23. 

4. He will recezve none but thoſe that loved his 
ſervants, that bore his holy image, and recezved 
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them according to their abilities, Matth. 25.40, 
41, &c. And it he will ſay to thole that did not 
entertain them [Depart from me ye curſed into ever- 
laſting fire,] what will be ſay to thoſe that hate and 
perſecute them? 1 Joh. 3. 14. & 5.2. 

5. He will receive none but thoſe that {ve to him _ 
in the body, and uſe his gifts and-talents to his ſer- 
vice, and make it their chief buſineſs to ſerve, and 
honour, and pleaſe him in the -world, Mazth. 25. 
21,26. 2 Cor.5.9,15. Gal, 6.7,8. and live not to 
the pleaſing of the fieſh, but have crucified it and its 
luſts, Rom. 8. 1,13. Gal. 5. 24. 

Examine all theſe Texts of Scripture (for the 
matter is worthy of your ſtudy) and you will ſee 
what ſouls they are that Chriſt will zhex Receive, 
and what he will rejet. You may ſee alſo whar 
you muſt ow be and do, it you will be then Re- 
cerved, If you are not regenerate by the Spirit of 
God, (though you may be Sacramentally regene- 
rate in Baptiſm ;) If you are not juſtified by Chriſt, 
(though you may be abſolved by a Minilter ; ) If 
If you feek not Heaven with higher eſtimation 
and reſolutions than any felicity on earth, and take 
not God for your ſatisfying portion ; (though you 
be never ſo Religious in fubſerviency to a fleſhly 
worldly. happineſs ;) If you Receive not Chriſt as 

r only Saviour, and fet him not in the Throne 
and Government of your hearts and lives (though 
you may go with men for currant Chriſtians; ) If 
you hate not fin, if you love not the holy image 
and children of God, and uſe them not according- 
ly; If youcrucifie not the fleſh, and die not tothe 
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world, and deny not your ſelves, and live not un- 
to God, as making it your chiet bulineſs and hap- 
pineſs to pleaſe him : I fay, if this be not your 
caſe, as ſure as you are men, if you died this hour 
in this condition, Chriſt will not own you, but 
turn you off with a[Depart ye curſed: | You may 
as well think of reconciling /ight and darkneſs, or 
perſuade a mar to live on the food of beafts, or the 
ſtomach to welcome deadly poyſor, as to think that 
Chriſt will receive an ungodly,carthly, guilty ſoul. 

Deceive not your ſelves ſinners : It God could 
have entertained the ungodly, and Heaven could 
hold unholy ſouls, anſwer me then theſe two or 
three Queſtions. 

1. What need Chriſt then to have ſhed his blood, 
or become a facrifice for ſin? it he could have re- 
cerved the ungodly, he might have done it upon 
cheaper rates. This feigneth him to have died to 
no purpoſe;but to bring the unſanctified to heaven, 
that might have been as well entertained. there: 
without his ſufferings. - 

2. To what uſe doth Chriſt ſend the Z7oly-Ghoft 
to /antifie his Elect 2 Or fend his Word and Mini- 
fters to promote it, if they may come to heavens 
unſantified ? 

3. If the ungodly go to Heaven, what uſe is Ze# 
for + There is no Hell if this be true ! But you wilt 
quickly find that to be too good.news to-the un- 
godly tobe true. 

IT. In Luk. 16. Chriſt teacheth us our duty by 
the parable of the Steward, that asketh-himſelf be- 
fore-hand, What he ſhall do when he maſt be no longer 


2 Steward 2 


— 
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Steward 2 and contriveth it ſo that others may re. 
ceive him when heis caſt oft: And he applieth it to; 
us that muſt now ſo provide, that when we fail, we 
may be received into the everlaſting habitations. This 
is the work that we have all to mind! We always 
knew that this world would fail us : O how uncer- 
tain is your tenure of the dwellings that you now 
poſſeſs ! Are you provided, certainly provided whi- 
ther to go, and who ſhall Receive you when your 
Stewardibi is ended,and you muſt needs go hence? 
Othink of theſe conſiderations that ſhould move 
you preſently to provide. 

1. Tour Cottages of earth are ready to drop down ; 
and it is a ſtormy time, there are many ſickneſles 
abroad : One blaſt may quickly lay them in the 
duſt ; and then the fleſh that had ſo much care, and 
wasthought worthy to be preferred before the ſoul, 
mult be laid and left to rot in darkneſs, to avoid 
the annoyance of the living: And when you may 
juſtly look every hour when you are turned 
out of theſe dwellings that you are in, is it not 
time to be provided of ſome other 2 

2. Conſider, if Chriſt ſhould not receive thy ſps- 
rit, how unſpeakably* deplorable thy caſe will be 2 I 
think there is no man 1n all this Aſſembly ſo mad, 
that would take all the wor/d now, to have his ſoul 
refuſed then by Chriſt ; that would profeſſedly make 
and ſubſcribe ſuch a bargain : And yet alas, how 
many are they that will be hired for a ſmaller 
price, even for the pleaſure of-a ſin, to do that 
which Chriſt himſelt hath told them, will caye him 
to Refuſe them 2 O Sirs, tor ought you know, before 

. ; to 
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to morrow, or within this week, you may. be put 
to. know theſe things by tryal, and your Souls may be 
refuſed or received: And wo to you-that ever you 
were Men, it Chriſt receive you not. 

Conſider, 1. If Chriſt receive thee not, thou haſt 
no Friend left then to receive thee, Thy Houlc, 
and Land, and Riches, and Reputation, are all left 
behind; none of them will go with thee ;. or if 
they did, they could afford thee no relief. Thy 
Botn Gicads, thy powerful Defenders, are all lett 
behind ; or if they go before or with thee, they 
can do nothing there, that could do.ſo much for 
thee here. No Miniſter ſo holy, no Friend fo kind, 
no Patron fo powerful, that can give thee any en. 
tertainment, if Chriſt refuſe to entertain thee. 
Look to the right hand or the left, there will be 
none to help thee, or care for thy forſaken Soul. 
Then thou wilt: find; that one Chriſt had been a 
better Friend, than all the Great ones upon.Earth. 

2. If Chriſt then receive not thy departed. Soul , 
the Devils will receive it. Iam loth to ſpeak fo 
terrible a word, but that-it /. be ſpoken, it you. 
will be awaked to prevent it. He that deceived. 
thee, will then plead Conqueſt, and. claim thee as. 
his due, that he may torment thee. And if the, 
Devil ſay, This Soul is mine; and Chriſt do not. 
reſcue and juſtifie thee, but ſay ſo too, no heart is: 
able to conceive the horrour that will then over-- 
whelm thee : Doth not thereading of the Sentence, 
make thee tremble, Matth. 2.5.44. [Depart from me: 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the De-- 
vil and his Angels] 2 This is that dreadful. del/ive- 


ring. 
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ring up to Satan, when the Soul is excommunica- 
ted from the City of God. O therefore if thou 
be yet unreconciled to God, agree with him quick- 
ly, while thou art here in the way, left he deliver thee 
to this, terrible Jaylor and Executioner,' and thou 
be caſt into the priſon of the bottomleſs pit : Verity 
T ſay unto thee, thou ſhalt by mo means come out 
thence , till thou haſt paid the uttermoſt farthing, 
Mat. 5. 25, 26: 

3. The greatneſs of the change will increaſe the 
amazement and miſery of thy Spirit, if Chriſt recetve 
it not, To leave a World that thou walſt acquaint» 
ed with, a World that pleaſed thee and entertained 
thee, a World where thou hadſt long thy bufinels 
and delight, and where ( wretched man! ) thou 
hadſt made thy chief proviſion, and laid up thy 
treaſure; this will be a fad part of the Change. 
To enter into a World where thou art a ſtranger, 
and much worſe, and fee the company andthe 
things that before thou never ſawelt, and 'to- find 
things go there ſo contrary to thy expeCtation 5 
to be turned with Dives from thy ſumptuous 
Dwelling, Attendance, and Fare, into a place of 
eaſeleſs torment ; this will be a ſadder part of thy 


Change. Here the Rich would have received thee, 


the Poor would have ſerved and flattered thee; thy 
Friends would have comforted thee, thy Play-fel- 
lows would have been merry with thee : But here, 
alas, how the caſe is altered / All theſe have done'; 
the Table is withdrawn, the Game is endet, the 
Mirth is ceaſed ; and now ſucceedeth, [Sox, remem+ 


ber that thon in thy life-time receivedſt thy good 
: things 
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things, and Lazarus evil things : but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented,) Luke 16.25. O 
dreadful Change to thoſe that made the World 
their home, and little dreamed (or did but dream) 
of ſuch a day / Never to ſee this World again, un» 
leſs by ſuch reviews as will torment them / never 
to have ſport or pleaſure more; and for theſe to 
have ſuch Company, ſuch Thoughts, ſuch Work 
and Uſage, as God hath told us is in Hell / 

4. If Chriſt receive thee not, the burden of thy 

s will overwhelm thee, and conſcience will have no 
relief. Sin will not then apprne ia ſo harmleſs a 
ſhape as now ; it will then ſeem a more odious or 
frightful thing, O to remember theſe days of fol- 
ly, of careleſs, fluggiſh, obſtinate folly, of ſottiſh 
negligence, and contempt of Grace, will be a more 
tormenting thing than you will now believe. If 
ſuch Sermons and Diſcourſes as toretel it are trou- 
bleſom to thee, what then will that fad Experience 
be? 
5. The wrath of an offended God will overwhelm 
'thee, This will be thy -Hell He that was ſa-mer- 
ciful inthe time of Mercy, will be moſt terrible 
and implacable when that time is paſt, and make 
- men know that Chriſt and Mercy are not negle&- | 
6d; refuſed, and abuſed at fo cheap a rate, as they 
would nedds imagine in the. rune of their delirg- 
tion. | | 

6. 1t will everwhelm:the Soul, if Chriſt receive it 
wot,.ro: foe that thou art entring,upon Eternity, even 
into-un evertifting ate :of Wes, Then thou wilt 
think, Q.whivher aw 1 891ng? What aſt 1 en- 
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dure? And how long / How long ./. When ſhall 
my mifery have an end / and When ſhall I come 
back'/ and How ſhall I ever be delivered'/ O now 
what thoughts wilt thou have of the wonderful 
Deſign of God in Man's Redemption / Now thou 
wilr better undefſtand what a Saviour was worth, 
and how he ſhould have been believed in, and how 
his Goſpel and his faving Grace thould have been 
entertained, | 

O that the Lord would now open your hearts 
to entertain it; that you may-not then value-1t-to 
'your 'yexation; that would not value it now to 
Your relief / Poor ſinner; for the Lord's ſake, and 
tor thy Souls ſake, I beg now of thee, as it it were 
'on my knees, - that thon wouldſt caſt away. thy 


Ainfat Cares: and' Pleaſures; 'and open thy: Heart, 


and now recdive thy Saviour and his ſaving Grace, 
as ever thog wouldſt have him then receive thy 


trembling departed Soul / Turn to him now, that 


he may not turn thee from him then: Forſake him 


not for a flattering World; a little'tranſitory. vain 
"Delight, as Ever" thou wouldſt not then have-thy 
departed Soulforfaken by him./ O'delay not,Man ;. 


þnt ow, even now recerve him, that thou maſt 


avoid ſo terrible a danger,and put ſo great aqueſti- 
of1' preſently -out of doubt;/ and be: able-comtotra- 
VIy%Yo fey; OF bite redcved Chrift;iaalahe will-re- 


" ceive.me; if I die this night, he will receive me.] 


Then- thou maiſt fleep quietly;'and live merrily, 
without any diſparagement to'thy *Regſon,:-.O 


"\yield to this Requeſt, Sinner, of: one that defireth 
"thy Safratioh'' T6than vert ———_ — 
 JIN4)3 ? 
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I'would not pray carneltly to Chriſt to receive thy 
Soul, thou wouldſt think I were uncharitable :. 
Alas ! it will be one of theſe days: and it is thee. 
that I muſt extrea?, and thy /e/f that muſt be pre- 
vailed with, or there is no hope : Chri/t ſendeth me 
to thy ſelf, and faith, that he is willing to receive 
thee, if now thou wilt recerve him, and be ſandtified 
and ruled by him : The matter ſtops at thy own re- 
gardleſs wilful heart, What ſayſt thou? W:/r thou 
receive Chriſt now, or not 2 Wilt thou be a newrrea- 
ture, and live to God, by the "Principle of his: Spirit, 
and the Rule of his Word, to pleaſe him here, that 
thou maiſt Irve with him for ever 2 Wilt thou take 
up this Reſo/ution, and make this Covenant; with 
God this day? O give me 4 word of comfort, und. 
ſay, Thou art Yeo/ved,-and wilt delivenup thy delt 
ro Chrift:”' That which'is'my' comfort now. or thy 
behalf, will be ten thouſfand-fold more thy comfore 
then,*when thot! partakeſt of the Benefit: And if 
thou grieve. us now; by denying thy: Soul to'Chri/t, 
it wi The at 376 ten thouſand-told-more hy grief. 
Refmfe not-owr” regieſts and/Chriſts requeſts now, as 
ever thou wouldſt not have him retuſe thee then, 
and thy requeſts. Tt is mens tarning away now from 
Chtiff,' that will cauſe. Chriſt then to turn from 
then,” Prov. t. Jr.32: The turning away of 'the fim- 
phe Nayeth"thtm,” and they then ear bur the fruit of 
thert own way, and are filled with their own devices.] 
See "then that ye mow refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : 
for there'is no eſcaping if you turn away from him 
that ſpeaketh from heirven,| Heb. 12.25. *t 
"What would you ſay your ſelves to the man that 
h y 2 


* would 


| 
[ 


| 
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would not be diſſuaded from ferting bis Fouſe on 
fre, and then would pray and cty unportunately 
to God that he would keep it from being burnt + 
Or of the man that will: not be diſſuaded from, 
taking Poyſon ; and then whea it gri him, 

' will cry to God to fave his life: Or of the man- 

| thatwill go to Sea in a leaking broken vellel, yea 

' himſelf will make thoſe breaches in it,that ſhall let 

| | - the Waterin, and when it is ſinking, will cry te 
- ' Godto ſave him from being drowned 2 And will 
you do this about fo great a matter as the everlaſt- 
ing ſtate of your immortal Souls > Will you now 
be wordlings, and ſenſualiſts, and odly, and 
undo your ſelves, and then cry [ Lord Jeſus receiue 

Spirit | at the laſt > What / receive an wrholy 

#2, Wilt you not-knock gill the door is ſhut > * 

when he telleth you, Math-'7. 2x. That at 75 wot 

every one that will cry LordyLord,that ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that dath the will of 


his Father which 7s in He WL EET 
: (ly, -eonfider with what uoſpeakable Jpy, it 
will fx thy Soul, to bethen recerved by the 


Q what a joyful word-will it be, when thou ſhalt 
hear, [Come ye bleſſed of my. Father., inherit the 


Teeth, when ye ſhallifee Abraham, Iſaac, aud 

and af] the bo inthe K ingdonr of God, and thoſe: 
that from Eaſt, Weſt, "Narth and South foal fit then 
nutlh rhew and: theutliraf ent} Lake Cgz7, Haw 
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I have been long in this part of my application, 
having to do with Souls that are ready to depart, 
and are in ſo fad an unprepared ſtate, as is not to- 
be thought on but with great compaſſion: I am. 
next to come to that part ot the application, which 
+ te intended ; to thoſe that are the Heirs ot 


M— 


— 


FI. You that are members of Jeſus Chriſt, 

receive this Cordial which may corro- 
borate your hearts againſt all irordinate fears of 
Death: Let it come when it will, yow may bold- 
ty recommend your departing Souls into the hands 
of Chriſt. Let it be by a lingring diſeaſe, or by 
an acute, by a natural or a violent death, at the 
fſulneſs of your age, or in the flower of your yourh,. 
death can but ſeparate the Soul from Fleſh,. bue 
not from Chriſt, Whether you die poor or rich, 
at liberty or in priſon, in-your native Country or 
2 forein Land, whether yon be buried. in the 
Earth or caſt into the Sea; death ſhall but ſend: 
your Souls to Chriſt. Though you die under the 
reproach and flanders of the world,and your names 
be caſt out among men, as evildoers, yet Chriſh 
will take your Spirits to himſelf.. Thovght your 
Souls depart in fegr and trembling, though they 
want the fenſe of the Love of God, and of 
mere peace with.him,. yet Ghriſt will ze- 
ecive* 


m-. | 
'>F-know thou: wilt be -aady to ſay, thet thow 
att woworthy,, | Wk he recerve fo amwerthy 4 Sou as 


mine *| 
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mine?) But if thou be a member of Chriſt, thou 
art worthy in him to'be accepted. . 7hou haſt a-wor- 
thineſs ot Aptitude, and Chriſt hath a worthineſs of 
merit. 
The -day that cometh- upon ſuch at «nawares 
that have their hearts over: charged with ſurfeit ing , 
drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life, and as a ſnare. 
ſurprizeth the inhabitants of the earth, ſhall be the 
day of thy great deliverance : Watch therefore and 
pray alwayes that you may be accounted- worthy to ef- 
cape all thoſe things that ſhall come to paſs, aud to 
ſtand before the ſon of man; Luke. 21. :34, 35, 36. 
They that are accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
can die nomore; for they are equal tothe Angels, and 
are the children of God, Luke 20. 35, 36. } i 
Object. O but my fins 'are great and many ; aud 
will Chriſt ever receive ſo ignorant, ſo earthly and 
impure a-Sout as mine? _| of p59 365 
Anſw. Tf he have freed thee from the reign. of fin; 
by giving thee a Wi# that. would fain be fully Weli- 
vered from it," and given thee a defire to. be: perferte: 
ly holy,” he will finiſh the work that' he -hath be: 
gun; 'and will notbring thee defied into. Heaven; 
but will waſh thee in his Bled, and ſeparate all 
the remnant of corruption from thy Soul, / when 
he ſeparateth thy Soul: from-fleſh ::/There needs 
no purgatory but his 4ood and Spirit in: the inſtant 
of death ſhall deliver thee, that he-may:ipreſent 
thee ſpor/e/s tothe Father. . | re noe 
O fear not then to 7ruſt thy Soul with him that 
will Receive it : And'fear-not death, that can; de 
thee no more harm. © And when! 0nee thauchaſ 
overcome 


<yY 
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overcome 'the. fears of death, thou wilt be the 
more reſolute in-thy duty, and faithjal to Chriſt, 
and above the power of mo/? temptations, and wilt 
not fear the face of man, when Death is. the wor/# 
that: man can bring thee to: It is. true, Death is 
dreadful: but it is as true that the arms of Chriſt 
are joyful. It is an unpleaſing thing to leave the 
Bodies of our friends in the earth : but it 1s un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure to their Souls, to be Received 
into the Heavenly ſociety by Chrilt. 
'1:And how confidently, quietly,” and comfortably 
you may commend your þ Spirits to be re- 
ceived by Chriſt be intormed by thele conſiderations 
tollowing, 
I, Your Spiritsare Chrifls own: And may you 
not truſt him with his own2 As they are his by the 
title of creation, ( All Souls are mine, ſaith the Lord 
Ezek.18.4.)Soalſo by the title of redemption: We are 
not our own, we are bought with a price, 1 Cor. 6.19. 
.'1:Say. therefore-to him, { Lord 7 am. thine much 
more than my own ; Receive thine 'own ;. Take care 
of thine own! Thou dreweſt me to conſent to thy 
gracious Couenant, and I refigned my ſelf and all Thad 
Zo thee / and thou-lwareſt to me, and I became thine, 
(Ezek. 16:-8.”):ravd { ftand to the Covenant that 7 


, made, though 1 have offended thee ! Tam finful; but I 


am thine, and would not forſake thee ! and change my 
Lord and Maſter for a world : O know thine own, and” 
own: my Soul that hath ownedithee, though it hath 
finned agninſt thee: Thy ſheep know. thy voice,and follow 
not a fſtranger:Now know thy poor ſheep,and leave them 
wot to the deveurer : Thy:Lambs have been preſerved” 


bj 
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by thee among, Wolves im the world : Preſerve me 
now from the enemy of ſouls. I am thine, O ſave 
me, (Plalm 119. 94.) and loſe not that which is 
thine own. 

2. Conſider that tho art his upon ſo dear a pur- 
.chace, as that he is the more engaged to recerve thee. 
Hath he bought thee by the price of his moſt pre- 
cious blood, and will he caſt thee off: Hath he come 
down on earth to ſeek and ſave thee, and will he 
now forſake thee 2 Hath he lived in fleſh a life of 

verty, and ſuffered reproach, and ſcorn, and 

uffetings, and been nailed to the Croſs, and put 
to cry out, [My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me / | And will he now forget his /ove, and /uffer- 
ings, and himſelf forſake thee after this 2 Did he him- 
ſt on the Croſs, commend his ſpirit into his Father's 
hands, and will he not receive thy ſpirit when thou 
at death cemmendeſt it to him 2 He hath known 
himſelf what it is to have-a humane ſoul ſeparated 
from the body, and the body buried in a grave, and 
there lamented by ſurviving friends: -And why 
did he this, but that he might be fit:to receiveand 
relieve thee in the like condition 2 O who would 
not be encouraged to encounter death, and lic 
down in 2 grave,that believeth that Chrift dial ſo be- 
fore him, and eonſidereth why he went that way, 
and what a Congueft he hath made. 

I know an Argument from the Death of Chrift, 
will not prove his love ts the fouls of the ungodly, 
foas to infer that he wil receive 7hens : but it wall 
prove his Reception of Believers ſouls : f He that 

ſpared not his one Sow, but gave him up for us _ 
| w 
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how ſhall he not with him alſo freely grve us all 
things | ] Rom. $. 32. is an infallible argument as 
to Believers, but not as to thoſe that do reject 
him. 


Say therefore to him, [0 my Lord! Can it be 
that thou couldſt come down in fleſh, and be abuſed, 
and ſpit upon, and [landred, and crucified that thou 
wr” bleed, and die, and be buried for me, and now 
be unwilling to receive me\ that thou ſhoulds pay ſo 
dear for fouls, and now refuſe to entertain them | that 
thou ſhouldſt die to ſave them from the devil, and 
now wilt leave them to his cruelty : that thou haſt 
conquered him, and yet wilt ſuffer bim at laſt to have 
the prey | To whom can a departing ſoul fly for refuge 
and for entertainment, if not to thee that diedlt for 

ſouls, and ſufferedſt thine to be ſeparated from the fleſh, 
that we might have all aſſurance of thy compaſſion unto 
ours] * Thou didſt openly declare upon the Croſs, 
© that the reaſon of thy dying was to Receive departed 
© ſouls, when thou didft thus encourage the ſoul of a 
* penitent Malefattor, by telling him, (This day ſhalt 
* thou be with me in Paradiſe.] O grve the ſame en- 
* couragement or entertainment to this ſinful ſoul that 
* flyeth unto thee, and truſteth in thy death and merits, 

© and is coming to recetve thy doom.) 


3- Conſider that Jeſus Chrift is full of Love, and 
tender compaſſion to ſouls : What his tears over La- 
2zarus compelled the Jews toſay, Fobn 11. 36. [Be- 
hold how he loved him] the fame his incarnation, 
life and death ſhould much more ſtir us up to ſay, 
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with greater admiration, [ Behold how he loved 
us!] The foregoing words, though the ſhorteſt 
verſe in all the Bible, [verſ. 35. Jeſs wept,] are 
long enough to prove his love to Lazarus - and 
the Holy Ghoſt would not have the zears of Chriſt 
to be «nknown to us, that his /ove may be the bet- 
ter known. But we have afar larger demonſtra- 
tion of his love: He loved us, and gave himſelf for 
us, Gal. 2. 20. And by what gift could hebetter te- 
ſtifie his love? Ze loved us, and waſhed us in his blood, 
Rev.1.5. He loveth us as the Father loveth him,John 
15.9. And may we not comfortably go to him 
that /oveth us > will Love refuſe us when we fly 
unto him? 


Say then to Chriſt [0 thou that haſt loved my 
ſoul, Receive it | I commend it not unto an enemy : 
Can that Love rejeft me and caſt me into hell, that ſo 
oft embraced me on earth, and hath declared it ſelf by 
fuch ample teſtimonies ? ] 


O had we but more /ove to Chriſt, we ſhould be 
more ſenſible of his love to us, and then we ſhould 


. truſt him, and /ove would make us haſten to him, 


and with confidence caſt our felves upon him. 


4. Conſider that zt is the Office of Chriſt to ſave 
fouls, and to receive them, and therefore we may 
boldly recommend them to his hands. The Fa- 
ther ſent him to be the Saviour of the world, 1 John 
4- 14- And he 1s efe4vely the Saviour of his bo- 
dy, Eph. 5.23. And may we not truſt him in his 
_ - undertaken 
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undertaken office, that would truſt a Phyſician or 
any other in his office, if we judge him faithful - 
Yea, he is engaged by Covenant to Receive us : 
When we gave up our ſelves to him, he alſo be- 
came ours; and we did it on this condition, that 
he fhould receive and ſave us : And it was the con- 
dition of his own undertaking : He drew the Cove- 
nant himſelf, and tendred it firſt to us, and afſu- 
med his own Conditions, as he impoſed ours. 


Say then to him, [ My Lord, 7 expe but the 
performance of thy Covenants, aud the diſcharge of 
thine undertaken Office : As thou haſt cauſed me to 
believe in thee, and love and ſerve thee, and perform 
the conditions which thou laidſt on me, though with 
many ſinful failings which thou haſt pardoned : ſo now 
let my ſoul that hath truſted on thee, have the full ex- 
perience f thy fidelity, and take me to thy ſelf accor- 
ding to thy Covenant. O now remember the word 
unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed him to 
hope ! (Palm 119.49.) JZJow many precious pro» 
miſes haſt thou left us, that we ſhall not be forſaken 
by thee, 4ut that we ſhall be with thee where thou 
art, that we may behold thy glory ! For this cauſe 
art thou the Mediator of the New Covenant, that 


by means of death for the redemption of the tranſ-' 


greſſions that were under the firſt Teſtament , 
they which are called might receive the promiſe 
of eternal Inheritance: ( Zeb. g. 15.) According to 
thy Covenant, Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come, 


I Tim. 4. 8. and when we have done thy will ( zot- 
G 2 withſtanding 
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withſtanding our lamentable imperfettions ) we are to 
receive the promiſe, Z7eb, 10. 36. O now receive me 
into the Kingdom which thou haſt promiſed to them 
that love thee, Fames 1. 12. 


5. Conſider how able Chriſt is to anſwer thine ex- 
pettations : All power is given him in Heaven and 
Earth, Matth. 28. 19. and AU things are given by 
the Father into his hands, John 13. 3. All Judgment 
is committed to him, John 5.22. It is fully in his 

wer to receive and ſave thee: And Satan cannot 
touch thee but by his conſent : [ Fear wot then, he 
is the Firſt and Laſt, that liveth, aud was dead, and 
behold he liveth for evermore, Amen ; and hath the 
Keys of Hell.and Death.) Rev. 1. 17, 18. 


Say then, /f thou wilt Lord, thou canſt ſave this 
departing ſoul ! O ſay but the word, and I ſhall live : 
Lay but thy rel uke upon the deſtroyer, and he ſhall be 
reſtramed : When my Lord and deareſt Saviour hath 
the Keys, how can T be kept out of thy Kingdom 2 or 
caſt into the burning lake 2 Were it a matter of Diff 
culty unto thee, my ſoul might fear left Heaven would 
wot be opened to it : But thy Love hath overcome 
the — : and it is as ealie to receive me as to 
Love me.] 


6. Conſider how perfetly thy Saviour is acquain- 
zed with the place that thou art going to, and the com- 
pany aud employment which thou muſt there bave < 
and therefore as there is nothing ſtrange to bim, fo 
the izmoraxce and ſtrangeneſs in thy ſelf ſhould 

| therefore 
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therefore make thee fly to him, and truſt him, and 
recommend thy ſoul to him, and ſay, { Lord, it 
would be terrible to my departing ſoul, to go into a 
world that I never ſaw, and into- a you Jo ſtrange, 
and unto company ſo far above me ; but that I know 
there is nothing ſtrange to thee, and thou knoweſt it 
for me, and I may better truſt thy knowledg than mine 
own : when I was a child, I knew not my own inherj- 
tance, nor what was neceſſary to the daily proviſions 
for my life ; but my parents knew it, that cared for 
we: The eyes muſt ſee for all the body, and not 
my member ſee for it ſelf; O cauſe me as quietl 

an believingly to commit my Soul to thee, to L 
poſſeſſed of the Glory which thou ſeeſt and poſſeſſeſt, as 
if I had ſeen and poſſeſſed it my ſelf: ad let thy 

nowledg be my trult. ] | | 


7. Conſider, That Chriſt hath provided a glort 
ous receptacle for faithful Souls; and it cannot be 


imagined that he will /-/e his preparations, or be 
fruſtrate of his end. All that he did and ſuffered 


on earth, was for this end. He therefore became 


the Captain of. our ſalvation, and was made perfect 
through ſufferings, that he might bring many ſous to 
glory ,Heb. 2.10. He hath taken polleſſion in our 
Nature, and is himſelf interceding for us in- the 
Heavens, Heb. 7. 25. And for whom doth he pro- 


vide this Heavenly Building not made with hands, 


but for Be/zevers 2 It therefore any inordinate 
fear ſurprize thee, remember what he hath ſaid, 
John 14. 1, 2, 3. | Let not your hearts be troubled; 
ye believe in God, believe alſo in me : In my Father 
houſe 
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houſe are many manſions ; if it were not ſo, I would 
have told you : I go to prepare a place for you: And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come again 
and receive you unto my ſelf, that where I am, there 
ye may be alſo. 


Say therefore, [Lord, when thou had/t made this 
lower narrow world, thou wouldſt not leave it uninha- 
bited : For Man thou madeſt it, and Man thou pla- 
cedſt in it. And when thou haſt prepared that more 
capacious glorious World, for thy redeemed flock, 
it cannot be that thou wilt ſhut them out. O there- 
fore receive my fearful Soul, and help me to obey thine 
own command, Luke 12+ 32. Fear not, little flock, 
for it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give you 
the kingdom.] O let me hear that joyful Sentence, 
Matth.25. 34. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. ] 


8. Conſider, That Chriſt hath received thy Soul 
unto Grace , and therefore he will receive it unto 
Glory. He hath quickned us who were dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein in time paſt we wal- 
ked, &c. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in fins and treſpaſſes, quickned us together with 
Chriſt, and raiſed us up together, and made us fit to= 
gether in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus, Epheſ. 2.71, 
2, 3»4, 5, 6. The State of Grace is the kingdom of 
heaven, as well as the State of Glory, Matth. 3. 2. 


Er 10, 7. & 13. 11, 24, 3I, 33, 44» 45, 47- BY 
Grace 
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Grace thou haſt the heavenly birth and nature : We 
are firſt born to trouble and ſorow in the World ;* 


but we are ew born to everlaſting joy and pleaſure." 
Grace maketh us Heirs, and giveth us 7itle; and 
therefore at death we ſhall have poſleſſion. 7he 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, according to his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurrettion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, 


to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 


that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for us, 
x Peter 1. 3, 4. The great work was done in the 
day of thy Renovation : Then thou walt entred 
into the houſhold of God, and made a fe/low Citizen 
with the Sants, and receivedlt the Spirit of adoption, 
Eph. 2. 19. Gal. 4. 6. He gave thee fe eternal when 
he gave the knowledge of himſelf and of his Sor, 
John 17.3. And will he now take from thee the 
Kingdom which he hath given thee > Thou waſt 
once his Eremy, and he hath Received thee alrea- 
dy. into his favour, and reconcz/ed thee to himfelt : 
and will he not then receive thee to his Glory ? 
Rom. 5. 8,9, 10, 11. God commendeth his Love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet finners,Chriſt dyed 
for us: Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, 
we ſball be ſaved from wrath through him.For if when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son; much more being reconciled we ſhall 
be ſaved by his life: And not only ſo, but we alſo joy 
in God , through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 
we have now received the attonement. ] And when 
we have peace with God, being juſtified by faith, 
(Rom. 5. x.) why ſhould we doubt whether -— 

wilt 
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will receive us? The great impediments and cauſe - 
of fear are now removed : Unpardoned fin is taken 
away: Our debt is diſcharged. We have a ſuf- 
ficient Anſwer againſt all that can be alledged to 
the prejudice of our Souls ; yea, it is Chrift him- 
ſelf that anſwererh for us, /r is he that juſtifleth, Who 
then ſhall condemn us 2 Will he not juſtifie thoſe 
at laſt, whom he hath here juſtified > Or will he 
juſtifie us, and yet not receive us > That were both 
to juſtifie and condemn us. 


Depart then in uk O fearful Soul : Thou 
flleſt into his hands that hath juſtified thee by 
his Blood ; will he deny thee the Inheritance of 
which he himſelf hath made thee Heir 2 yea, a 
Joynt-heir with himſelf, Rom. 8. 17. Will he de- 
prive thee of thy Birth-right, who himſelf begot 
thee of the incorruptible Seed ? If he would not 
have received thee to Glory, he would not have 
drawn thee to himſelf, and have blotted out thine 
Iniquities, and received thee by reconciling Grace, 
Many a time he hath received the fecret Petitions, 
Complaints, and Groans which thou haſt poured 
out before him, and hath given thee acceſs with 
boldneſs to his Throne of Grace, when thou 
couldſt not have acceſs to Man; and he hath ta- 
Ren thee up, when Man hath caſt thee off. Surel 

he that received thee fo readily in thy diftreſs, 
will not now at laſt repent him of his love. 
As Manoah's Wife faid, Fudges 13. 23. If the Lord 
were pleaſed to kill us, he would not have recei- 
ved a burnt-offering and a meat-offering at our 


hands, 


of a Believer. 49 
hands , neither would be have ſhewed us all theſe 
things. ) He hath received thee into his Church, 
and entertained thee with the delights and fat- 


neſs of his Houſe (P/alzr, 36. 8.) and bid thee wel- 
come to his Table, and feaſted thee, with his ek 
fule 


and hisBloed, and communicated i» theſe. his 
zing Spirit : And will he then diſownthee.a 
thee, when thou draweſt nearer him, and-art caſt 
upon him for thy final doom? After ſo many*re-: 
ceptions in the way of Grace, doſt thou yetdoubt 
of his Receiving thee ? | | 

9, Conſider, How nearly thou art related to hint in 
this ſtate of Grace : Thou art his Child ; and hath 
he not the bowels of a Father > when thou didſt 
ark bread, he was not uſed to give thee a flone's 
and will be give:thee Hell, when thou 'a:keft: but 
the entertainment in Heaven, which he bath pro- 
miſed_thee ? Thou art his friend, John 15:14: 155. 
and will he not receive his fricrds £ Thou art. his 
Spouſe, betrothed to him the very day when thou 
conſentedſt to his Covenant 3 and where then 
ſhouldſt thou live but with kizz 2 Thow art a mex- 
ber of his body, of his fleſh and bone, Eph. 5.30. and 
no #4 ever yet hated bis own fleſh , but nouriſheth 
and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord the Church, ver. 29. 
As he came down in fleſh to be a Suitor to thee, ſo. 
he.cauſed,thee to let go all for him 3 and will he 
now forſake thee ?, Suſpett it notz but quietly re- 
ſign thy foul into his hands, and ſay, 

[ Lord take this Soul, that pleads Relation to thee : 
I is the voice of thy Child that :ergeth to thee : The 
zame of a Father, {6 haſt afſumed towards. 


me 
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me, is my encouragement : Whew thou didſt call ns out 
cnt of the world unte thee, then faidft, { 1 will peecive 
you, and I will be a Father to you, and ye ſhall 
be my- Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor, 6. 17, 18, O our 
Father which art in Heaven, fhut not aut thy Children z 
the Children of thy love and promiſe : The compaſſion 
*hat thou {aft put 3-710 Man, ingageth bin to veljeve 4 
Neighbour, z& ar Enemy 5 auch more to entertain 
a Child ; Owr Children axd our Friends dare truſt 
tbermſehves por our kindneſs ard X and fear 


not that we will reje& them in their diſtreſs, oy de- 
ftroy then, though they do ſometime 0 us : Qur 
indneſs zs cruelty — of thine : Our Love 
deſervath met the name of Love, in compariſon "- thy 
woft precious Love: Thine is the love of God, who 
is Love itſelf, (1 Joh. 4.8, 16.) ed whois the God 
of Love? (2 Cor. 1.13, 11.) and is axfwerable to 
thive Omnipotency, Omnilcience, aud other - Artri- 
butes? But ours is jhe love of frail and finite fiufid 
men. As we way pray to thee to F w_ us Our tre- 
{ for we alſo forgive thoſe that have treſpaſ- 
fd againſt us : wor 0 (i to thee to receive us, 
—tt; _ ag wv thee 3 for even we receive 
thoſe that have offended us : Hath thy Love untothine 
apr its breadth and length, and height, and depth, 
awd is it fuch as paſleth —— (Ephef. 3. 17 
18, 19. ) and yet canſt thou exclude thine own, a 

fout them out that cry unto thee? Can that love which 
waſhed me, and took, we-home, when 1 lay wallowing 
in xy Blood, rejet# me, when it hath fo far recovered 
ave £ Can that Lovenop thruſd ave out of Heaven, thad 
tately ferch'd we from thegatesof Helh, and placed me 
Among 


—_ 
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among thy Saints > Whom thou loveſt, thou loveſt 
totheend, Johbr13 "1. Thou art not as man that 
thou ſhouldit repent,(Nv. 23. 19. ) withtheeis no 
yariablenes or ſhadow of turning : ( Jam. 1.17. ) 
If yeſterday thou jo freely lovedſt we, as to adopt 
me for thy child, thou wilt not to.day refuſe pre and 
caſt me into Hell, Receive Lord Jeſus a member of 
thy body : A weak one indeed, but yet a menbety and 
reedeth the move thy tenderneſs and compaſſion, who haſt 
taxelat us not to caſt out our Infants, becanſe they are 
fmall and weak : We heve forſaken all to cleave un- 
to thee, that we might with thee be one fleſh and ſpirit, 
Epheſ. 5. 31. x Cor. 6. 17. O cnt not off and caſt 
not out thy members that are engrafied into thee |, Tho 
haft dwelt in me here by faith ; _——_ I 20t now 
dwell with thee £ ( Ephel: 3. 17. ) haſt prayed 
to the Father, that we may be one in thee, and 
may be with thee to behold thy Glory, ( John 
I7. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. ) And wilt thou fo 
receive me to that glory, who pray bunt for what thou 
haſt prazed 10 thy Father 2 Death maketh no ſeparation: 
between thee and thy members:It difſolveth not the anion 
of fouls with thee, though it feparatethem from the fleſh: 
Hd ſhall a part of thy ſelf be rejeFed and condemned 2 
10. Conſider, That Chrift hath ſealed thee up unto 
ſalvation, and given thee the carneſt of kis Spirit ; and 
therefore wilt certainly receive thee, 2Cor. I. 22, 
ands. 5. Eph. x. 13, t4. and 4. 30. Say therefore 
' tohim, | Behold Lord, thy mark, thy ſeal, thine earneſt : 
Fleſb and blood did not ihuminate , and renew me : 
Thy fpirit which thou haſt given me, is my witneſs that 
V5, H 2 [ 
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Tamitine, Rom. 8. 16.- And wilt thou diſoxrnendre- 
fuſe the ſoul that thou haſt ſealed 2 | _ | 
11. Conſider, That be that bath given thee a Hea- 
;veuly mind, will certainly Receive thee into beanerr : 
If thy treaſure were net [there, thy heart "would 
never have been there , Mat. 6. 21. Thy.. weak 
deſires do ſhew what he intends thee he for, kind- 
led not thoſe defires in vain. Thy Love to 
him '( though too ſmall) is a certain -proof that 
he intends not to rej& thee : It cannot be that\God 
can damn, or Chriſt retuſe a Soul that doth-ſin- 
cerely Love him: He that Loveth, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him, 1 Jobr 4. 15, 16. 
And ſhall he not then dwell with God for 
cver? God fitteth the nature of every creature to 
its ſe, and agreeably to the element in which 
they dwell : And therefore when he gave thee 
the heavenly nature , (though but in weak begin- 
'nings ) it ſhewed his will to make thee an in- 
habitant of heaven. | 
Say therefore to him, [ 7) Lord, T had mever lo- 
zed thee if thou hadſt not begun and loved me firſt 
Thad not not minded thee, or deſired afier thee, if 
thou hadſt not kindled theſe deſires : It cannot be that 
thy Grace it ſelf ſhould be a deceit and miſery, and. in- 
tended but to Tantalizeus; and that thou baſt- ſet thy 
Servants Souls on longing for that which thou wilt 
never give them, Thou _ not have given me 
the wedding garment, when thou didſt invite me, if 
thou hadſt meant to keep me out © Even. the grain of 
. emiſtard-ſeed which thou ſowedſt in my heart, was. « 
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kind of Promiſe of the Hoyp*ncjs . which it tendeth. 
indeed I have loved thee fo lit, tha I am aſham- 
ed of my ſelf, and confeſs mz c412 i:+4 fjerency deſerves 
v4 wrath : But that I —_ -—wfomg delire thee is 
thy gift, which fienifieth the Eigher ſatisfying gift - 
Rh I am ls 7 dull, my eyes £ xs. "ch 
It is thee that I mean when 1 can but eroan : It is 
long fince I bave bid this world away; It fs ot be 
my home or portion : O. perfet# what thou baſt beguu : 
T his is not the time or place of my perfedtivn And though 
my life 'be now hid with thee in God,” when thou ap- 
peartft let me appear with thee in glory, Col. 3.4. and 
in the mean time let this ſoul enjoy its part that appeareth 
before thee : Give me what thou baſt cauſed me to Love, 
and then I ſhall more perfe@ly love thee, when my thir;? 
is ſatisfied, and the water which thou haſt givet me , 
ſhall ſpring up to everlaſting life, Joh. 4.14. 

12. Conſider alſo, Chat he that hath engaged thee to 

feek firſt bis Kingdom, is engaged to give it them that 

do ſincerely ſeek, it. He called thee off the purſuit of 
vanity, when thou waſt following the pleaſures and 
profits of the world ; and he called thee to labour 
for the food that periſheth not, but endureth to 
everlaſting life, John 6. 27. Since then it hath been 
thy- care and buſineſs, ( notwithſtanding all thine 
imperfe&tions) to ſeek and fervehim, to pleaſe and 
honour him,” and ſo: to run that thou-mighteſt ob- 
tain. 

Say then, [ Though my firs deſerve thy wrath, and 
rothing that I have done deſerve thy favour, yet Godlineſs 
hath thy Promiſe of the. Lifeto come; -and thou haſt 
faid; that he that ſeeks fhall- find, Matth. 7. 7.8. 0 
pos A 3 
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wow let me find the Kingdom that 1 have ſought, and 
fanght by thy encouragement and. belp : It cannot be 
that any ſhould have cauſe to repent of ſerving thee, or 
ſuffer diſappointment that truſts npon thee : labour 
for the World was loſt and vain ; but thou didſt ev- 
gage me-to be (tedfaſt and abound in thy work, or 
this acconnt that my labour thould not be in vain, 
I Cor. 15. 58. Now give the full and final anſwer 
unto all my Prayers : Now that I have done the fight, 
and finiſhed my conr/e, let me find the Crown of right- 
couſneſs which thy mercy bath laid up, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 
0 Crown thy graces, and with thy greateſt mercies re- 
compence and perfet# thy preparatory mercies, and let 
ze be Received to thy glory, who have been guided 
by thy counſel, ( Plalm.7 3.24.) ; 

13. Conſider, That Chriſt hath already received 
millions of Souls, and never was unfaithful nnto any, 
There are now with him the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfe& , that in this life were tmperfett as 
well as you. Why then ſhould you not comfor- 
tably truſt him with your Souls? and ſay, { Lord 
thou art the Conmon Salvation and refirge of thy 
Saints : Both ſtrong and weak , even all that 
are given thee by the Father ſhall come to thee 5 and 
thoſe that come thou wilt in ns wiſe caſt out + Thon- 
ſands have been entertained by thee, that were urnwor- 
thy in themſelves as well as { : It is few of thy menus 
bers that are now on earth, in compariſon of thoſe 
== are with tbee re INE x 6 = 
the new. drm 2 Thou wi t to b 
filled : 0 rake wy, Spirit into the number of thoſe 
blefſed ones, that hall carve. from Eaſt, Heſs, New 
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de and South, anc and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac. and 
Jacob i» the Ki nedoam , that we may together with 
eternal jojes, give thanks and praiſe to thee that haſt 
redeemed us to God by thy bioud. 
' 14. Conlider, Thar t 7s the will of the Father 
him/elf that we ſhould be glorified : He therefore 
gate us to hi: Sou 3, -and gaze bis Son for us, to 
be our Saviour , that whoezer believeth in him, 
ſhould nat periſh, but have ever/aſting life : All our 
Salvation is the product of his Love, Job. 3. 16, 
17. Eph. 2. 4. Foh. 6.37. Joh. 16: 26, 27. 1 ſay 
ot that 1 will pray the Father for you ;, for the Fa- 
_— himſelf loverh becauſe ye have loved me, 
ohn 14. es _ me, ſhall be loved o 
=> ather, and 1 wall love him , and will mani 
my Sf to him. 
therefore wich aur dying Lord, [_ Father, 
into ith hands [ cammend my Spirit : By thy Son 
who is the way, the truth and the life, I come to thee, 
Joh. 14. 6. ) Faineſs of joyis in thy preſence, and 
everlaſting pleafires at thy right hand ( Pſalm. 16. 
T1 Ny Thy love redeemed me , renewed £ preſerved 
:0 a receive _ the ole file fs of thy Love : This 
wed Pi will iz ſending » that of all that thou 
PO hime he ſhould loſe _— but Gocls raiſe it up 
| day. Ollet nat now this Soul beloſt that is 
pajſong to gs "Meh the ſtraits of death | { bad ne- 
ver come unto thy Son, if thow not drawn 
me; ed if I had not heard and learnt of thee, 
Jakn 6, 44, <p ; Mi thank thee O Father, Lord « of 
» that thou beſt revealed to me 
« babe, Fay ey OE. d myſteries of thy Kiugdom : 
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} CLak. 10.'2t. Adts-4 13: ) Onow #s the wail of 
| fleſh mnſtbe withdrawn, and my ſoul be parted from 
| this body, withdraw the vail of thy diſpleaſure, and 
| ſhew thy ſervant the glory of thy preſence : that he that 
| © hath ſeen thee but 4s in a glaſs, may ſee thee now 

with open face : and when my earthly houſe of this Ta-, 

' bernacle 3s diſſolved Jet me inhabit thy building not made. 
with hantls, eternal in the heavens,'2 Cor. 5. 1. 

'  » T5. Laſtly conſider, That God bath defegned the 
everlaſting. glory of his name, aud. the pleaſing of his 
blefed will, in-our ſalvation: And the. Son mult tri- 
umph in the perfection of his conqueſt of Sin and 
Satan, and in the perfecting of our Redemption. 
And- doubtleſs he will not loſe his Fathers glory 
and his own -- Say then with. confidence, [| T reſig#: 
my ſoul. to thee O Lord who haſt called and choſen me; 
that thou mighteſt make known the riches of thy glory 
on me, as a veſſel of merey prepared unto glory, ( Rom: 
9. 23: ) Thou haſt predeſtinated me tothe adeptionof- 
thy child, by Chriſt unto thy ſelf, to the praiſe of the 
gl, of thy grace , wherein thou. haſt made me aveepted 
in thy loved, (Eph. 1. 5, 6, 11, 12. ) Receive me now 
to the glory which thou haſt prepared for us, Mat. 25; 
34-) The hour is a hend, Lord glorifie thy poor 41opt- 
ed child, that he maay for ever glorify thee ( Joh, 17.1.) 
It 3s thy Promiſe ts glorify thoſe whone thou doſt juſti- 
fy, (Rom. 8.30. ) As therere is no condemnation to 
themthat are i Chriſt, ( Rom. 8. 1.):ſo now let hins 
preſent me ſamltleſs before the preſence of the glory with 
exceeding joy , And to thee the cnly wiſe (3od our Sa- 
viour, be the glory," Majeſty Dommion and Power for 
evermore, Amen..: Fade v. 23,24: I, 
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7 Hat now . remaineth,, bur tha: weeall. Gr 
our ſelves to learn this fivect: and/necef- 
Gry tack, that. we may joyfully perform una 
> eng ourextremity, even to. 
\Sawls to Chriſt, with confidence that bewil 
e/. It is aleflon not caſte tobe learnt: 
For For Faithis weak, and doubts, and fears will eaſt 
ly, ariſe 3; and nature will be loth to think ef dy- 
ing z/ and we that haye ſo much offended Chiilt, 
and lived fo ſtrangely. to him, and been entang- 
Jed in too miuch familiarity with the World, ſha 
be aptto ſhrigk when weſhould joyfully truſt him 
with our departing: Souls.  O. therefore 'now ſet 
your . ſelves to. overcome thele difficulties in time! 
You know-weare all ready to depart: It is-time 
this laſt important - work. were throughly learned, 
that our death may be both ſafe and Combrtabla,. 
There -axe' divers other LUtles : of this Dotrine 
.that I ſhould have d upon you, had there 
.been time, As, I. If Chriſt will Receive your 
departing Souls, then fear not death , but long 
for this Heavenly- entertainment. : 
. - 2. Then-donot fin for fear of them that can but 
-kill the body , and ſend the Soul to Chriſt. 
.: 3-: Then think not the rightcous unhappy, be- 
cauſe they are caſt off os world; neither-be 
. to0.much troubled at it your ſelves, when it comes 
to be,your caſe; but remember that Chriſt will not 
forlake you, and thee none can hinder him. from 
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ceaſed friend, with the joyes of faith for her fehei- 
ty! We have left the body to the earth, and that 
our hawhul forrow ; for it is the frait of fir! « But 
her ſpirit” is Received by Jefus Chrift- and that 
muſt be our joy , if we will behave our ſelves 
as true Believers. If we can ſuffer with her , 
ſhould: we not xejoyce alſo with her? Andif the 
Joy be far greater tothe Soul with Chrift, than the 
runed ftate of the body can be hmentable; it ts 
but reafon that our joy ping” rs for her 
joy, than.our forrow for 'the dillotution of the 

eſh. We that ſhould not much lament the paſ- 
age of a friend beyond the Scas, 1f it were to be 
advancedto a Kingdom, ſhould lefs lament the paſ-. 
Age of a Soul to Chriſt, if it were not forthe rem- 
rant of our woful unbehef. | 

She is arrived at the everlaſting Reſt, where the 
burden of corruption, the contraditions of the 
HBefb, the moleſtations of the Temper, 'the trou- 


s 
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bles af-the world, and: the injuries of malicious 
men ,are all kept: out, and-ſhall nevef more di- 
ſhurh her peace. - She hath leftus in theſe ſtorms, 
who have more cauſe to weep for our--felves ard 
for ayr Children. that have yet ſb much'to do and 
ſafer ,- and fo many dangers to paſs through, 
than for the Souls that-are at Reſt with Chriſt, 
We axe capable of no higher hopes than to attain 
that (ſtate of blefledneſs which her Soul poſſeſleth : 
And ſhallwe make'that the matter of our lamen- 
tation -as to her, -which we make the (matter 
of our hopes as to our ſelves ? Do we labour 
earneſtly to come thither , and yet lament” that 
ſheis there? You' will ſay, It is not becauſe ſhe is 
cloathed upon with the houſe from Heaven, but 
that - ſhe js uncloathed of 'the fleſh : -But is 
there any. other paſlage ' than Death unta 
inmoralny? Muſt we not be uncloathed , before 
the garments, cf Glory can 'be put on > Ste 
tezoaneth not her 'own diſſolved * Body: The 
glorified Soul can eaſily bear the corruption of the 
fleſh: And if you faw but what the Soul enjoyerh, 
you would be like minded , and be moderate in 
your griefs, 'Love-notypour fulves' fo' as'te beun- 
juſt and unmercifal ia'yogr defires to Four friends! 
Let Satan deſire to keep them out off Heaven, but 
do npt you defire It. You may defire your own 
good, but not {© as to depriveyour friends of theirs ; 
Is # greater good, that you may* have # Tefler 


it. Agd-46 tt be their company 'that you de- 
x 18. .zeaſon you ſhoujd be glad thay they are 
| | EY 


gone 


gone todwell where you: malt dwell-for ever, and 
therefore may for ever have their company:Had they 
ſtayed on earth,” you would have had their com- 

y but alittle while, becauſe mult make fo 
ſhort a ſtay your \(clves.--- Let therefore be- 


them fromyou, hath not left you comfortles: He 
iswith you himſelf, whois better than a Mother, 
or than ten, thouſand friends : When grief or neg- 
ligence hindereth you from obſerving him, yet 
heis with you, and holdeth you up, and tenderly 
provideth for you - Though "turbulent paſſiens 
mjuriouſly queſtion all his Love, and cauſe yon 
to give him unmannerly and unthankful words ; 
yet ſtil he beareth with you, and forgiveth aYy, 
and doth not forſake you for your peeviſhneſs and 
weakneſs, becauſe you are his Children, and he 
knoweth that you mean not to forſake him 7 'Re- 
buke your paſſions,and calm yourminds ; Reclaini 
your thoughts, and caſt away the bitterneſs of 
Fafpicious quarre}lſome unbelief 3 and then you 
may pexceive the preſence of your deareſt friend 

Lord, who is b for you, though you 
had no other friend. Without him all the friends 
on <carth would be butfilly comforters, and leave 
you as at the gates of Hell : Without him all the 
Angels and Saints in Heaven would never make 
it a Heaven to you. Grieve not too much that 
one of your Candlesas put out, ara” 
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the Sun : Or if indeed it be not day with any of 
you, or the Sun be clouded or ecclipſed, let that 
rather be the matter of yourgrief : Find out the 
cauſe, and preſently ſubmit, and ſeek reconciliati- 
on: Or if you are deprived of this Light, becauſe 
you are yet aſleep in fin, bearkento hiscall, and 
rub your eyes, Eph. 5..14. Awake then that ſleep- 


«mere and Chriſt ſhell groe thee 
oft. Rom. 13.11, 13, 13, I4 Knowing that it 
is now high tio to- gut off fleep, our ſalvation 


being nea1er than when we rſt believed : the night is 
far ſpent, the day of eternal light is even at hand : caſt 
off therefore the works of derkneſs, ani put on all the 
armonr of light : walk honeſtly and decently as in the 
day, And whatever you do, make ſure of the 
friend that never dyeth, and never ſhall be ſepa- 
rated from you, and when you die, will certainly 
Receive the ſouls which you commend unto 
him. 

And here, though contrary to my cuſtom, I 
ſhall make ſome more particular mention of onr de- 
ceaſed friend, on ſeveral accounts, 1. In profecu- 
tion of this Uſe that now we are upon, that you 
may ſee in the@videncesof her happineſs, how Iit- 
tle cauſe you have to indulge extraordinary grief 
on her account, and how much cauſe to moderate 
your ſenſe of ourloſs with the ſenſe of her felicity. 
2. That you may have the benefit of her example 
for your imitation, eſpecially her Children that are 
boundto obſerve the holy a&ions as well as inſiru- 
fions of a Mother. - 3. For the honour of Chriſt, 
and his Grace, and his Servant: For as God hath 
I 3 pro 
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promiſed ro-honour thoſe rhat honour him; 1 Sew 
2, 39. and' Chriſt hath ſaid, 1 ary mar ſerve me, kin 
will my Fatker hevonr, Jctn 12. 26, Sol know 
Chriſt will - rot take it 11] ta be honoured in his 
members, and to have his Miniſters-ſubſerve him 1 
{> excellent a work : It is a very conſiderable part 
of the love or hatred , honour or dithonour that 
Chriſt hath in the world, which he receiveth. as 
he appeareth in his followers. - He that will not 
ſee a cup of cold water given to-one of them goun- 
rewarded, and will tell thoſe at the laſt day that did 
ordid not vilit and relieve them, that they did or 
did itnot to him, will now expet it from me as my 
duty, to give himthe honour of : his Graces in his 
deceifed feryant, andT doubt not will accordingly 
accept it, whenit is no-other indeed than his awn 
honour that is my End, and nothing but the wards 
of Truvb and Soberneſs ſhall bethe means. 

And here I ſhall make fo great a tranſition as 
fall retain my diſcourſe inthe narrow compaſs. of 
the Time in which ſhe hved near me and under my 
care, and in: my familiar, a:quaintance, omitting 
all the reſt of her life,” that none may fay I ſpeak 
but by hear-ay-of things which I aM uncertain of : 
and I will rin ian it alfo to thoſe {p-cta} gitts-and 
graces -in which «ſeas eminent, that & may not 
take you up with deſcription of a Chriſtian 35 ſuch, 
and te}. you only of that good which ſhe h<14 bur 
10-comman With-alt other Chriſtians, And if-any 
thing that] ſhall ay were unknown ts any Reader 
that knew her,Jet-them know that it is. becauſe they 
knew hr but diſtantly , imperfe&ly, or by rc- 


ports ; 
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ports 3. and that my advantage of ncar acquain- 
tance did give mea juſt aſſurance of what I ay. 
The Graces. which I diſcerned to be eminent in 
her, weretheſe, 1. She was eminent in her con- 
tempt of the Pride, and Pomp, and Pleaſare, and 
Vanity of the World, and in her great averſencſs 
to all theſe. She had an honeſt jmpatiency of the 
life which is common among the rich and vain-glo- 
rious in the world : Voluptuouſneſs and Senſuality, 
Exceſs of Drinking, Caids and Dice, ſhe could not 
endure, what -eyer names of good houſc-keeping 
or (eemly deportment they borrowed for a mask : 
In her Apparel ſhe went below the garb of others 
of her rank; indeed un ſuch plainneſs as did not no- 
tifie her degree : but yet in fuch a grave and de- 
cent habit, as notified her Sobriety and humility : 
She was a Stranger to Paſtimes, and no Companion 
for Time-waſters, as knowing, that Perſons fo near 
eternity, that have ſo ſhort a life and fo great a 
work, have no time to ſpare. Accordingly in 
-her latter dayes, ſhe did (as thoſe that grow wiſe 
by experience of the vanity of the world ) re- 
tire from it, and calt it off before it caſt off her: 
"She betook her (elf to the ſociety of a people that 
- were low 1n the world, of humble, ſerious, upright 
- hves,though ſuchas had beenwholly ſtrangerstoher- 
And among theſe paor inferiour ſtrangers ſhe 1i- 
ved in contentent and quietnefs ; deſiring rather to 
- converſe with thoſe that would help her to re- * 
deem the time, in prayer and <difying conference, 
than with thoſe that would grieve her by conſuming 
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2. She was very prudent in her converſe and af- 
fairs (allowing for his paſſion of her ſex and age ); 
and fo eſcaped much of the inconveniences. that 
elſe in fo great and manifold buſineſſes would have 
overwhelmed her : As a good man will = his 
affairs with diſcretion, Pſalmz 112.5: ſo diſcretion 
will preſerve him, and underſtanding will keep him, 
to deliver him from the way of the evil man, ; who 
leaveth the paths of uprightneſs to walk in the way 
of darkneſs, Proverbs 2. 11,12, 13. 

3. She was ſeriouſly Religious, without partial- 
lity, or any taint of ſiding or faction, or holdi 
the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſtin reſpedt of per- 
ſons: I never heard ſpeak againſt men, or for men, 
as they differed in ſome ſmall and tolerable things: 
She impartially heard any Miniſter that was able, 
and godly, and ſound in the main, and could bear 
with the weakneſles cf Miniſters when they were 
faithful: Inſtead of owning the names or opinions 
of Prelatica!, Presbyterian, Independent, or ſuch 
like, ſhe took up with the name and profeſſion of 
a Criſtian, and loved a Chriſtian as a Chriſtian, 
without much reſpe& to ſuch different tolerable o- 
pinions. Inſtead of troubling” her ſelf with need- 
les ſcruples, and making up a Religion of opini- 
ons and lingularities, ſhe ſtudied Faith and Godli- 
neſs, and lived upon - the common certain: truths, 
and well-known duties, which have been the old 
and beaten way, by which |the univerſal Church of 
Chriſt hath goneto heaven jn former Ages.* 

4. She was very impartial in her judgment about 
- partjcularjcaſes: being the ſame in jadging of the _ 

0 
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'of a child anda ſtranger: and no intereſt of chil- 
dren -or other relations, could make her fGyerve 
- from an equal judgment: 

5. She very much preferred the ſpiritual welfare 
- of her children before their temporal; ' looking on 
the former as the true felicity, and on the later with- 
out it, but as a pleaſant voluntary miſery. 

6. Since I was acquainted with her, I alwayes 
found her very ready to good works, according to 
her power. And when ſhe hath ſeen a poor man 
cometo me,that ſhe conjectured ſolicited me fc re- 
lief, ſhe hath reprehended me for keeping the caſe 
to my (elf, and not inviting her to contribute: And 
I could never deſcern thatſhe thought any thing ſo 
well beſtowed, as that which relieved the neceſſi- 
ties of the poor that were honeſt and induſtrt- 
Ous. 

7. She had the wonderful mercy of a man-like 
Chriſtian patient ſpirit, under all aftlictionsthat did 
befal her, and under the multitude of troubleſome 
buſineſſes, that would have even diſtracted an im- 
paticnt mind. Though ſudden anger was the fin 
that ſhe much confeſt her ſelf, and therefore thought 
ſhe wanted patience, yet I have oft wondered to ſee 
her bear up with the fame alacrity and quietnef, 
when Jobs- meſſengers have brought her the tidings 
that would have overwhelmed an 1imparient ſoul, 
When Law-ſuits and the great afflictions of her chil- 
dren have aſſaulted her like ſucceſhive Waves, which 
I feared would have born her into the deep, if not 
devoured all her pe:c:3 ſhe ſuſtained all, as if no 


great conſiderable change had been made —_ 
| K er. 
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her, having the ſame God, and the ame Chriſt, and 
promiſes, and hope, from which ſhe fetcht ſuch 
_ comfort and ſupport, as ſhewed a real ſerious 
*Y a ren | 
8. She was alwayes apt to-put a good thterpreta- 
tion upon Gods providences like aright Believer, 
that having the ſpirit of Adoption, perceiveth Fa- 
therly love in all : She would not eaſily be 
-perſwaded that God meant her any harm: She was 
not apt to hexrkento the enemy that accuſeth God 
and his wayes to man, as he accuſeth' man- and his 
ations to God : She was none of thoſe that areſilſ- 
picious of God, and are ſtil] concludi3g*death and 
ruine from all that he doth to them;and are gathee- 
ing wrath from miſ-interpreted expreſſions 'of his 
love: who weep becauſe of the (moak, before they 
can be warmed by the fire. Tet Gods good to Iſrael ; 
aud it ſhall go well with ther that fedr before hige, (Pſa. 
73.1. Eccleſ.8. 12, 13.) were herconcluſions from 
the ſharpeſt providences: She.cxpeed the morn- 
ing in the darkeſt night: and'judged not of the 
end by the beginnings bie was alwayes confident, 
ſhe could but entitle God 1n the caſe, that the ifſhie 
would: be good. She was not a murmurer againſt - 
God, nor one that coritended with her Maker 3; nor 
one that created calamity to her ſelf by a ſelf-trou- 
bling unquiet mind : She patiently bore what God 
laid upon her, and made it not heavier by the addi- 
tiens of uncomfortable prognoſticks, and miſgiving 
or repining thoughts. She had a great confidence 
m God, that he was doing good to her and hers in 
all; and where at preſent the ſaw ary matter » 
gricf 
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grief, ſheE:much Tapported: her. ſoul with a belief 
that Gad | would: remove arid overcome it in duc 
time, j ,.14 | , 

' . 9. 'She was. not- troubled .C that everl difcern- 
ed.) with doubtings about her intereſt in Chriſt, 
and about: her. own Juftifzcation and Salvation : 
but. whether {he reached to aſſurance or not, ſhe 
had confident apprehenſions of the Love of God, 
and quietly repoſed her ſoul upon his grace, Yet 
not ſecure through preſumption or ſelf eſteem; but 
comforting. her ſelf m the Lord her God : By this 
means ſhe ſpent thoſe hours in achearful perfor- 
mance of her duty, which many fpend in fruitleſs 
ſclf-vexatian for the failings of their duty,or in meer 
enquiries, Whether they have Grace or not? and 
others ſpend in wrangling perplexed Controverſies 
about. the manner or circumſtances of duty : And 
I believe:that ſhe had more comfort from God by 
way of reward upon her ſincere obedience; while 
ſhe referred her ſoul to him, and reſted onhim, than 
many have that more anxiouſly perplexed them- 
ſelvesabout the-diſcerning of their hohneſs, when 
they ſhould ; be re et ce be” more holy, that it 
might diſcover it (elf. - And by this means ſhe was 
fit for praiſes and: thankſgiving, and ſpent not her 
lfe n;lamentations and complaints : and njade not 
Religion/ facmbtervibleto the ignorant] that judge 
of it liy the:faces/and carriage of profeſſors :: She 
did nor. repteſent it' to the world, as a moroſe 
and melancholy temper: but as the rationalcrea- 
"tunes cheerful obedience-to his maker, afuated by 
 theiſenk ab the wondertul; Ilove that is 'manifeſted 
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in the Redeemer, and by the hopes of the pur» 
chaſed and promiſed fdlicity in the bleſſed Gght and 
fruition of God. And 1 conjefture that her fore- 
mentioned diſpoſitiou to'think well of God and 
of his provideaces, together with her long and 
manifold experience 3 ( the great advantage of an- 
tient tryed Chriſtians: did much © condace' to 
free her from doubtings and diſquicting fears, a- 
bout her ownfincerity and Salvation. And I con- 
&(6, if her life had not- been ;anſwerable to her 
peace and confidence, 1 ſhould not have thought 
the better, but the worſe of her condition 3 no- 
thing being more lamentable than 'to. make haſt 
to Hell, through a wilful confidencethat the dan. 
ger is paſt, and that they are in the way to Hea- 
ven as well as the moſt ſanifzed. 

Io. Laſtly, I- eſteemed it the height of her at- 
tainment , that ſhe never diſcovered any inordi- 
nate fears of death ; but a chearful readineſs, wit- 
lingneſs and deſire, to be. diffolved and be with 
Chriſt. This was her conſtant temper 'both in 

x Ith aro wage as fir as ] was norm 

e woul requently expre how little 
reaſon ſhehadto be 7-5 of longer life, and 
bow much reaſonto be willing to depart. Divers 
times 1n- dangerous fickneſles 1. have been with 
ber, and never diſcerned any conſiderable averſ” 
neſs ,. dextedach. or fear. Many a'time'T. have 
thought how great a mercy I ſhould eſteem it, if 
Thadancined that meaſure of fearleſs willi : 
to lay down this fleth ,. as ſhe had attained, Mg-' 
Ay aoacthat caa make light af wants , : or threats, 

or 


= 


of a Biliever. 69 
or ſcorns, or any ordinary. troubles, cannot ; ſub- 
mit ſo quietly and — to' death - Many. a 
one that can go through the labours of R<I'gio 1, 
and contemn oppoſition, and eaſily give all they 
have to the poor, and bear impriſonments, banith- 
ment or contempt, can never Overcome the fcars 
of Death : ſo far even the Father of lics ſpake 
truth, Job! 2. 4. Skin for Skin © yea all that a mar 
bath will he gice for bis Life. I took it there- 
fore for a high attainment , and extraordinary 
mercy t0-our deceaſed friend , that ,the King of 
Terrarrs was not ternibleto her : Though I doubr 
not but ſomewhat of averſac and fear is [o ra- 
dicated m natures felt-preſcrving priaciple , as 
that it is almoft mfeparable ; yet in her I never 
diſcerned any troubleſome appearances. of it. 
When I firſt came to her in the begzaning of ber 
laſt ſickneſs, ſhe ſuddenly paſſed the fentence of 
death upon her ſelf, without any (hew of fear or 
trouble; when tousthe diſeaſe appeared not to 
be great : But when the difeaſe encreaſed , her 
pains were fo little, and the effeft of the Fever 
was ſo much in her head. that after this ſhe ſeem- 
ed not to eſteem it morta}, being nor (enlible of 
her caſe and danger : And fo as ſhe lived with- 
out the fears. of death, the feemed to us to di- 
without them : - God by the nature of her dif 
eaſe removing death as out of her ſight, when 
ſhe came to that weakneſs, in which cle the en- 
counter was like to have been ſharper than ever 
it was before. And thus in one of the weaker 
ſex', God hath ſhewed us that it is poſſible ta 
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live in holy cohfidence, - and: peacc, and quiet- 
neſs. of mind; - without diſtreſſing grief or hi 
evttin the'midſt of a troudleſfom world , and 
of vexatious bufineſſes ; and with the afflitions 
of her deareſt Relations almoſt continually be- 
fore her : And that our quiet or diſquiet, our 
peace or. trouble dependeth more upon. our in- 
ward” ſtrength 'and temper , then upen' our out- 
ward ſtate, occaſions, or provacations < And. that 
it is more in our hands, than of any or all our 
friends 'and /enemies- , whether we -thall have a 
comfortable, br uncomfortable life, 

" What: remameth now, but that all we that fur- 
vive , eſpecially you that are her Children, do 
follow her as ſhe followed Chriſt 2 Though the 
Word of God be your ſufficient Rule 3* and the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt be = perte& pattern; ; yt as 
the Inſtru#tions , {o | the. Example of a parent 
mult be a weighty, motive , to" quicken and en- 
gape you to _” duty 3 and will elle be a great ag- 
gravation of your fin : A'holy/ Child of unholy 
parents, doth no- more than hns;:neeeſlary. duty 
becauſe whatever parents are, he' hath an , holy 
God : But an unholy Child of -holy parents, 1s 
unexcufable in fin; and deplorably miſerable ; as 
fotfaking the Dottrine: and pattern both: of their 
Creator and their Progenitors,, w hom.Nature en- 
gageth them to obſerve : And- it will, bean ag- 
ravation of their deſerved miſery, to have their 
Parencs witneſs agamſt them , that they 55 


them, agd they would not learn, and, went .be» 
fore them in a holy. life; but they would pot fas 
ow 
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low them, Prov. 1.8. My Son hear the inſirud+- 
on of thy Father, and' forſake not the law of thy Mo- 
ther ; for they ſhall bean Ornament of Grace unto thy 
head, and chajns about: thy'neck,) Read and conſider 
Prov. 30. 17. and 15: 20.and 23. 22, 25- (ins a- 
gainſt Parents have a ſpecial curſe attixcd to them: 
m this life (as the caſe of Chaz ſheweth ): And the 
dueobſevrance and honouring of Parents hath a 
ſpecial Promiſe of Temporal Blefings, as the hfth 
Commandment ſhewerh , "ms 6. 1, 2, 3. Chil- 
dren obey your Parents in the Lord for it is right : 
Honour thy Failer and Mother, (which is the firſt 
Commandment with promiſe) that it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayeſt live long on the earth. ] The 
Hiſtories of all Ages are fo full of the inſtances 
of Gods judgements im this life upon five ſorts of 
finners, as may do much to convince an Atheiſt 
of the Government and ſpecial Providence of God; 
that is upon Perſeartors, Murderers, Sacrilegions , 
Falſe-witneſſes ( eſpecially by Perjury ) and Abuſers 
and Diſhonourers of Parents, And the great Ho- 
our that is due to Parents when they are dead, & 
to give juſt honour totheir Names, and to obey 
their Precepts, and imitate their good examples - 
It is the high commendation of the Rechabites , 
that they ſtritly kept the Frecepts of their Father, 
even in a thing indifterent, a mode of living 3 
not to drink wine, or build houſes, but dwell in 
tents : and God annexcth this notable blelling, 
[ Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, be- 
eauſe- ze have obeyed the commandement of Jonadab 
your F ather, and kept all his Precepts, and done accor+ 
ding 
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' ding to all that be hath comnianded you, Therefore thus 


ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, tke Ged of Wrael, Jonadab 
the Son of Rechab fball not wart to ſland before me 
for ever, |]. Jer. 36, 6, 74185. 19: But e{pecially in the 
great, dutzes of Religion, where Parents do but de- 
liver the mind of God, and uſe their authority to 
procure obcdience to Divineauthority 3 and where 
the matter it (elf is neceflary to our Salvation, the 
obligation to obedrence and imitation is moſt indif- 
penſable z and diſobedience is an aggravated ini- 
quity, and the notorious. brand of infelicity, and 
Prognoſtick of eriſuing woe : The ungodly Chil- 
dren of godly Parents being the moſt deplorable , 
unhappy, unexcuſable perſons 1n-the World, (if 
they hold on.) | | 

There is vet another Dodtrine, that I ſhould 
{peak 10, 
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Razer in general, and it is prager in particular , 

that Chriſt - will Receive our dep 11ing ſeuls, is 4 
oſt ſuitable concluſeon of all the ation of a CEriſtians 
life, 
Ik is the breath of a Chriſtians life : it 1s 
his work and higheſt converſe, and therefore fit- 
teſt ro be the concluding ation of his life; that 
it may reach the-end at which he aimed : We have 
nced of Prayer all our lives , becanſ© we have 
need of God, and need of his manifold and con- 
tinued Grace: But in our laſt extreamity we have 


a 
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2 fpeciah need ; Though floath js apt to feize up- 
on us, while profperity hindretly the ſenſo of our 
neceffities, and health perfwadeth us that Tyme is 
not near its. journies end z yet it is high time ts 
pray with doubled fervour and importunity, when 
we ſee that we are near our laſt : when we find 
that we have no morc time to pray, but muſt now 
ſpeak our laft for our immortal Souls, and muſt at 
once fay all that we have'to ſay , and ſhall never 
have a hearing more; O then to be wnableto pray, 
or to be faithls/r, and beartleſs, and hopeleſs in our 
prayers, would bea calamity beyond expreflion. 
Yet Tknow (for ordinary obſervation tells it us) 
that many truly gracious perſons may #vcidertally 
be xnndiſpojed and diſabled to pray, when they are 
near | to death : If the Diſeaſe 'be ſuch as doth di- 
ſturb the Brain, oy take them up with violence of 
pain, or overwhelm the mind by perturbation of 
_— or abuſe the imagination, or notably 
wafte and debilitate the ſpirits it cannat be expec&t- 
ed that a body thus difabled ſhould ferve the Soul, 
in this or any other duty. But ſtill the praying 
Habit doth remain, though a diſtempered bedy de 
forbid the exerciſe : The Habitual deſires ofthe Seul 
are there : and it is thoſe that are the ſoul of Pray- 
cr. ; 
Bnt this ſhould move us, to pray while we have 
time, and while our Bodies have ſtrength, and our 
ſpirits have vigour and ahaerity to ſerve us, feeing 
we are founcertain ef bodily diſpoſition and ca- 
pacity, {o nearour end : © pray, and pray with 
all yourhearts, before any Fever or Dehration 
L 
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as way if ay underſtandings or your. me- 
morics 5 re. your" thoughts are all command- 
ed to attend your pains 5 and before your de- 
cayed ſpirits fail you , and-deny their neceſfary 
ſervice /to; your ſuits 3 and | before 'the ' appre- 
henſfions of your ſpeedy : approach -to the pre- 
ſence” of the moſt Holy God ,, and - your en- 
trance upon an endleſs ſtate -,- do aniaze; con- 
found and overwhelm your' Souls. with: fear and 
perturbation. O. Chriftians,: what folly, what ſin 
and ſhame is it to us;:that 'now while we have 
time to fray, and leave to pray , and helps to 
pray , and have. no ſuch diſturbing hindrances, 
we ſhould yet watt hearts 3 and haye no mind, 
na life and fervour for ſo. great a work! O-pray 
now, leſt you are unablei to- pray: then': And if 
you are then hindred but by ſuch bodily undr{ 
poſedneſs., God will underſtand your habitual 
deſires, and your groans, and take it as if you 
had actually prayed 3 Pray now , that fo you 
may be acquainted with the God that'then you 
muſt fly unto @r mercy , and may notbe 
ſtrangers to him or unto Prayer 3 and that he 
may not find then that your prayers are but the 
expreſſions of your fears, and not of your Love, 
and are conſtrained and not voluntary motions 
unto God : Pray now mn preparation to' Jour 
dying prayers. O what a terrible thing it is to 
be to learn to pray in that hour of extreamity; 
and to. have then no principle to pray by: but 
natural {clf-love which every - Thief hath at the 
gallows ! To.bethen without the Spirit of prayer; 
when 
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when without it there canriot an acceptable word 
or groan be uttered, and when the rejcCtion of our 
ſuits and perſon, will be the prologue to the 
final judicial rejection, and will be a diſtreſs fo 
grievous as prefumptuous Souls will not believe, 
till ſad experience become their Tutor - Can you 
imagine that you ſhall then at laſt, be taught the 
art of acceptable Prayer, meerly by horrour, and 
the natural ſcenſeof pain and danger, as Sea-men 
ina ſtorm, or a Malefactor by the- rack , when 


' 1n your health and leafure you will not be per- 


ſivaded to the daily uſe of ſerious Prayer, but 
number your ſelves with the families that areun- 
der the wrath of the Almighty , being ſuch az 
call not on his name , Jer. to. 25. Pſalm 79. 6. 
Indeed there are many: prayers muſt go be- 
fore, ar <l(e this Prayer [| Lord Jeſas receive my 
ſpirit ] will be in vain, when you would be loth 
to find-it fo, You muſt firlt - pray for renew- 
ing SanQifying grace, for the. death of fin, and 
.the .Pardon 'of fin, for a holy lite and a; 'Hea- 


;venly , mind ,. for obedience , patience .and per- 


ſeverance 3 and if you obtain not thefe,” there is 
no hope that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould receive your Spirits, 


that never received his fandifying ſpirit. 


How. ſad is it to obſerve that-thoſe that have 
moſt need. of Prayer, have leaſt mind to Pray, as 
being leaſt ſenſible of their needs? Yea,that thoſe that 


. are the next ſtep tothe ſtate of Devils, and have as 


much need of Prayer as any miſerable ſouls on earth, 


_ do yet deride it, and hate't-ofe that feriouſ- 


ly. 'and fervently perform it : 'a man of 
* Prayer 
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prayer being the moſt common -obj& of +their 
mahcions [reproach and ſcorn ! '©O miſerable Caz- 
nites, that hate their brethren fer -offering more 
acceptable ſacrifice thentheir own'! little do they 
know how much of the very Satanical nature i 
in that malice, and in thoſe 'reproactiful feorns!! 
and little :ido they know how near 'they are to 
the curſe and defparation of \Carm , .and- with 
what horrour "they ſhall -cry out , '{ My prnfh- 
mneent is greater then T can bear) Gen. 4. 11,13. if 
God and \Good men condemn you for yourllip- 
ſervice, and heartleſs  devotions , and ungedly 
lives 3 will you therefore 'hate the hdly nature 
and better lives of 'thoſe that judge you, -when 
you ſhould hate 7your own wngodlineſs and hy- 
pecnifie > Hear what God {aid to the leader of 
your Jed , 'Gen.4. 6. | Why urt thou wroth 8 and 
phy #5. thy -counterance ' faln ? Tf thou ' do well, 
Joel #hou: rot be accepted £- and if thay doſt-not well, 
ſou lyeth at the door. 7 "Rave you not as much need 
to pray,,:2s theſe that:you hate and 'reproach'for 
-prayang:* Have you 'net'as much \need 'to be oft 
-and carnefſt ' mprayer-as they ? Muſt Chriſthim- 
Telf ſpend: mbole nights 911 prayer, Lake 6. 12. and 
ſhall an ignorant'{enfudl hardened fmner think 

-he hath 0 zead of it, -though' he be unconvert- 
ed, unjuſtified , unready' to-die, 'and almoſt 

paſt my of. praying 2 -O -miſerable 
men,'that ſhortly would -oxyexd -roer in-the an- 

*puiſh of ther Souls, and yet will-not pray whitle 
- there! s:time.and - room'for -prayer 1 /Theirjudge 
+ willing now to:hearthem , and now they 

: 'e 
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have nothing but bypocritical lifele& words to 
fpeak ? Praying is now-a weariſom, tedious and 
unpleaſant thing to them, that ſhortly would be 
glad if the moſt heart-tearing lamentations could 

all 'for the crums and drops of that mercy 
} which they thus deſptſe, Lake £6. 24. Of allmen 
in the world, it l-becomesone in ſodeep neceſli- 
tics and dangers to be prayerlels. 

But for you Chriſtians, that are daily exerciſed 
in this holy converſe with your Maker, hold on, 
and grow not ſtrange to heaven, and let not your 
holy deſires be extinguiſhed for want ofexcitation : 
Prayers your aſcent to heaven ; your departure 
from a vexatious world , to treat with God for 
your Salvation: your retirement from a World of 
dangers into the impregnable fortreſs where you 
are Take; and from vanity unto felicity 5 andfrom 
troubles unto Reft: Which though you cannot 
come fo near. nor _ ſo fully and delight- 
fully as hereafter you ſhall do, yet thus do 
you make your approaches to it , and thus do 
you ſecure your future full fruition of it. And let 
them all ſcoff at bearty fervent Prayer as long as 
they will, yet Prayer ſhall do that withGod for you, 
y which: health, and wealth,:and dignity, and honor, 
and -carnal pleaſures, and.all the World ſhall never 
do for oneof them. [And though they-negle& and 
villifie Tt now, - yet the. hour & -acar, _ they 
wall be fain to ſcamble and bungle at it themſelves ; 
and the face of death witll better teach them the uſe 
of prayer, thanour-dodrineand example now can 
flo. ' Adeparting- Soil Ip -a9t..cafily, be prayer- 
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fs; nor eaſily be content with ſleepy. prayers: 


But alas ! 3t'is-not eveiy Prayer that hath | __ fer- 
vency from the power 'of fear, that ſhall ſucceed 5 
Many a thouſand' may periſh: for ever that bave 
prayed { Lord Jeſas receive my Spirit | But the Soul 
that breatheth after Chriſt, and is weary of finning, 
and hath long been preſſing toward the mark, may 
receive incouragement for his laſt petitions, from 
the bent and'ſuccels of all the foregoing prayers 
of his life: Believe it Chriſtians, you cannot be 
fo ready to beg of Chriſt to Receive your ſouls, 
as he is ready and willing to receive them. As you 
cane praying therefore into the world of Grace, go 
praying ont of it into the world of Glery. Tt is not 
a work that you were never uſed to ( though you 
have had lamented backwarneſs, and coldnels, and 
omiſhons ): It is not to a God that you were never 
with before : As you know whom you have be- 
'Heved, ſo you may know to whom you pray : It is 
indeed a moſt important ſuit to beg for the Recez- 
"Ting of a departing ' ſoul : but 1tis put up to hin to 
whom it properly doth belong, and to kize that hath 
* encouraged youby anſwering many a former pray- 
er with that mercy which was the earneſt of this ; 
and it is to him that loveth ſouls much better than 
any ſoul can loveit- felt, O live 1n prayer, and 
die in prayer: And do not as the gracelcls wit- 
leſs world, deſpiſe 'prayer while they. live, and 
then think a Lord have mercy on me, (hall prove 
cnough to paſs them into heaven: - Mark their 
Statutes and Monuments ifi-the Churches, whether 


they be not made kneeling and lifting upthe hands, 
| to 
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to tell you that all will be forced to pray, or to 
approve of prayer at their death, whatever- they 
ſay againlt it in their life. O pray and wait but a 
little longer, and all your danger will be paſt, 
and you are ſafe for ever! Keep up your hands 
a litte longer, till you ſhall end your conflict 


with the laſt enemy, and ſhall paſs from Prayer 
to everlaſtirg Praiſe. 


